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July—that this measure would not be acted upon? | 
On the contrary, he believed the time given was 


ample for this and every legitimate purpose of | 
eovernment. It had been suggested by the Sena- 
g 


tor from Missouri, that we should, before proceed- 


ing in this matter—that is, the establishment of a | 


sovernment for Oregon—await the arrival of the 

British steamer, which would be expected here 

about the 3d of August. Should this course be 

adopted, in his opinion the month of September | 
would hardly witness an end to this session of | 
Congress. Sut why wait? Why not set about 

this matter now—to-day? What diificulty is there 
in it? The establishment of the government need 
not necessarily contain an exact description of 
boundaries. But if it were otherwise, could we 
not do it? Did we not all know what the bound- | 
aries were? No man doubted the ratification of a 
treaty, sooner or later, by both Governments, es- | 
tablishing the boundaries. It was certain enough 
to authorize legislation upon it as a * fixed fact.’’ | 
But if it were otherwise, then he would ask, | 
what objection there was to acting now for the fu- | 
ture—that is, by establishing a provisional gov- 

ernment? Let the act establishing a government | 
he passed, to go into effect provided a certain con- 
tingency occurred. All would understand him as | 
referring to a treaty in reference to this territory. | 
What difficulty could there be in all this? 
could see none. 


Officers were appointed in the re- | 
cess of Congress by the President in other cases; 


why should he not be empowered to do it in this | 


ease? 


But it has been said that there were several very || 


important bills in the hands of the Committee on 
Finance, nut yet acted upon, that would occupy 
much time. It was true there were several im- 
ortant bills in the hands of that committee; and 
ioe often had we heard inquiries put to the hon- 
orable chairman of that committee, from various 
parts of the Senate Chamber, why it was so?— 
why those bills were kept back so long, while all 
were talking about the want of time? ‘These great 
measures, for one, he was prepared, and was, in- 
deed, anxious to meet. He was not one of those | 
who wished to give them the go-by. His senti- | 
ments on those great questions were not unknown, 
and he would be glad of an opportunity to carry out | 
and consummate his views by his vote. He could | 
perceive no reason, viewed in any light in which | 

| 


Senators chose to place it, why this session should 
at 8G beyond the day he had named. He 
had the honor of a seat in the other branch of | 
Congress for four years, and he had, during that | 
period, made it his invariable rule to vote for the | 
earliest day of adjournment, well knowing that, as | 
soon as the day should be fixed, the business | 
would at once 6 Be itself to that time. The great | 
business of the session was to be done—every- 
body understood that; and whether we had two, | 
three, or four weeks to do it in, it would be done. 
When was a Congress ever found willing to as- 
sume the responsibility of leaving unpassed an 
of the great measures necessary for the proper ad- 
ministration of the Government, on the ground of 
awant of time? Never. What was necessary 
and proper to be done always was done, and per- 
haps the better done for the reason that there was 
no — time for long speeches. Again, he 
hoped he should be pardoned for saying that, in 
us estimation, the argument of Senators against 
this resolution derived no force from the cireum- 
stance that they were always found voting against 
meeting at an earlier hour, and always in favor of 
adjourning over Fridays and Saturdays, thereby 
‘rowing away two days in the week. If they | 
Were really in favor of the great measures alluded 


to, and were anxious to 
them, wh 


me? W 
that the d 





have time to act upon | 

not avail themselves of the present | 
y fritter this away in the expectation | 
ay of adjcurnment is constantly to be 


ushed off to an indefinite, or to a late period? | 


ut he w 
of 


amend th ° , 6. 
July: fall resolution by inserting the 27th day of 


time fort 


| been six months in preparing. 


He || 
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tion of every important measure before the present 
Congress. 

Mr. LEWIS asked the Senator from Maine, 
| when had a bill been delayed by the Committee 
on Finance for months? and when had he ever 
been appealed to by Senators to report any measure 
so delayed ? 

Mr. FAIRFIELD referred to the independent 
treasury bill. The Senator from Alabama would 
remember, among others, that the Senator from 
Indiana had made inquiries about it, as well as 
other Senators. 


Mr. LEWIS continued. 


No man in his senses 


| would go for an adjournment in July, without in- | 


| tending to give the go-by to the great measures of 
the session. Whoever went for such a proposition 
must be opposed to a repeal of the tariff. He had 
delayed no great measure. He had stated, and 
would state again, that when the warehousing bill 


|| is disposed of, he would be ready to take up the 


independent treasury bill, and to pass it. The | 
appropriation bills yet remain before us. These 
bills did not come to the Senate until five or six 
months of the session had passed, and now they 


| are crowded in upon upon us, and we are expected 
|, to do in five or six weeks what the House of Rep- 


resentatives, aided by the previous question, had 
We have no rules 
for shortening debate as in the other House. We 
cannot get through with the ordinary business before 
the 27th of July. The warehousing bill, the inde- | 
pendent treasury bill, the Oregon bill, will then re- | 
main. Congress has been in session six or seven 
months, and business is notin a forward state. The 
other House has found it necessary to insert in some 


|| of the appropriation bills subjects that should be 


passed by special acts. In short, we hear of | 
nothing but ‘‘appropriations.’? One Administra- 

| tion goes out, and another comes in; but it is still | 
the old song of ‘ appropriations;’’ nothing con- | 
| cerning a change of policy is cared about, whether 
| Whig or Democratic measures prevail. When 
members get the appropriations, they are ready 
to go home and leave the great measures which 
|the people trusted to them untouched. Surely 

this should not be the way in which Congress de- 

liberates for the country. 
| Mr. BAGBY said he was always diligent in at- | 
| tendance here. If we have spent seven months, it | 
has not been wasted. We have been involved in | 
one war, and, as it is said, have just averted anoth- 
er. This has been the most important session of | 
Congress since the adoption of the Constitution. | 
| These seven months have not been foolishly wasted. | 
Other measures, postponed by these extraordinary 
measures, now come up. Above all, the question 
of taxation demands attention. Surely this is too 
early a day for adjournment. If we have devoted 
seven months to foreign affairs, we ought to devote 
some time to our own. If we are well employed, 
we need not fear that the people will sustain us in 
a long session. 

Mr. SPEIGHT had come from a sick bed to 
| record his vote against this resolution. The tariff 
| bill will not be received by the Committee on Fi- 
nance till within a fortnight of the day mentioned. 
Will two weeks be sufficient for that committee to 
examine it, and for the Senate to act upon it? 
it intended to give this bill the go-by? If it is not, 
| then we cannot fix the day for adjournment men- 

tioned in the resolution. 
| Mr. CLAYTON said the gentlemen on the other 


| side would acknowledge him to be very obliging; 


| but it was hard to find out what they wanted. 
| ** Who can decide when doctors disagree???’ One 
| Senator on the opposite side wants the 27th of July 
| fixed as the day for adjournment. Another wants 
| the 3d of August. He was willing to grant them 
| all they asked, and would therefore adhere to the 
3d of August. The day, whatever it is, should be 
| fixed. The same arguments would always be used 
| against any day for adjournment. If the bill be 


ie was not disposed to prolong the discussion I laid on the table till the 20th of July, the same rea- 
this question, and would close with a motion to || sons will be urged then as now. He would give 
rut | them any time they asked; but is it not fair to ask 

believing that this would afford ample || that they should name some time? 
€ proper consideration and determina- 


65 


| Mr. DICKINSON would not permit any one to 


| put constructions on his votes. 
| the sub-treasury law, the modification of the tariff, 
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He would sustain 


and other great measures, but he must be permitted 
to say that he thought it was time to fix a day for 
adjournment. He was happy to hear the Senator 
from Arkansas [Mr. Sevier] say that we were in 
the majority. He (Mr. D.) was anxious and wil- 
ling to actonall the matters before Congress. Other 
gentlemen have their responsibilities: he had his; 
but he believed that the people of his State thought 
it time to adjourn. We had been long enough here. 
If we wait for steamer after steamer, they will be 
coming every month. ‘There will be another one 
the 19th of August. If we wait on in this way, 
we will sit through the whole year. Unless we 
mean to do this, we had better go home. 

Mr. COLQUITT thought if we were very pa- 
triotie we could work without any day being fixed. 
He would fix the day of adjournment as that day 
on which we could get through with our work. No 
one wants to sit here when there is nothing to do; 
but while work remains to be done the people ex- 
pect us to remain at our posts. We were elected 
to discharge certain duties; let us boldly meet them. 
We can adjourn when the work is done. We 
should not adjourn sooner. He was in favor of 
laying the resolution on the table. 

‘Mr. BENTON said in reply to the Senator from 
New York, (Mr. Diexison,] that he (Mr. D.) 
knew very well there was but one steamer to which 
he could refer, which was expected to bring us any 
particular news of importance. As for making us 
work slower or faster by fixinga day for adjourn- 
ment, he always worked the same way. He was 
a working man; and working men needed no ex- 
trancous application to make them do their duty. 
Why can we not adjourn without giving ourselves 
thirty days’ notice? He wanted the work done; 
then he would go home. 

Mr. DICKINSON replied that the steamer of 
the 19th of July might or might not bring out the 
intelligence expected. As for the gentleman’s care 
for Oregon, new converts were generally the most 
He might bring in his bill for ex- 
tending our laws over all Oregon, if he chose, 
though that would be rather difficult now. He 
did not care how others voted, he would give his 
vote to fix a day for adjournment. 

Mr. BENTON did care how others voted. As 
it would not disoblige the Senator from New York, 
if other Senators voted to lay the resolution on the 
table, he could assure them it would oblige him 
very much, and he hoped they would so act, as it 
would be agreeable to all. He renewed the mo- 
tion to lay the resolution on the table. 

The yeas and nays were then ordered on the 


| motion to lay the resolution on the table, and re- 


sulted—yeas 27, nays 23, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atchison, Atherton, Bag- 
by, Benton, Breese, Calhoun, Cass, Chalmers, Colquitt, Hay- 


| wood, Houston, Johnson of Maryland, Johnson of Louisia- 
| na, Lewis. McDuffie, Mangum, Phelps, Rusk, Sevier, 


Speight, Sturgeon, Turney, Westcott, Woodbridge, and Yu- 
lee—27. : 
NAY S—Messrs. Barrow, Berrien, Bright, Cameron, Cil- 
ley, Thomas Clayton, John M. Clayton, Corwin, Crittenden, 
Davis, Dayton, Dickinson, Dix, Evans, Fairfield, Greene, 


| Huntington, Jarnagin, Miller, Morehead, Semple, Simmons, 


and Upham—23. 
So the resolution was laid on the table. 


Mr. BAGBY submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which, being objected to, lies over under the - 


|| rule: 


\ 
} 
} 


" Resolved, That after this day, the Senate will 
meet at eleven o’clock A. M. 


ORGANIZATION OF VOLUNTEER FORCES. 
On motion of Mr. BENTON, the Senate resum- 


ed, as in Committee of the Whole, the considera- 
tion of the following bill, reported yesterday from 
| the Committee on Military Affairs: 


i 
| 


A BILL to provide for the organization of the volunteer 
forces, brought into the service of the United States, into 
brigades and divisions, and for the appointment of the 
necessary number of general officers to command the 
same. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represenistives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, ‘Tat 
the President of the United States be, and he is hereby, au- 


| thorized to organize into brigades and divisions such of the 
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volunteer forces as have been ormay be called into the ser- 
vice of the United States, under the act approved May thir- | 


teen, eighteen hundred aud forty-six, entitled “ An act pro- |) 
} 


viding for the prosecution of the existing war between the 
United States and the Republic of Mexico ;” and that he be, 
and hereby is, authorized to appoint, by and with the advice 
and consent of the Senate, such number of major generals 
nod brigadier generals as the organization of such volunteer 
forces into brigades and divisions may render necessary: 
Provided, That the brigadier generals and major generals 
so appointed shall be diseharged from service by the Presi- 
dent of the United States, when the war with Mexico shall 


and ratified; or, in case the brigades or divisions of volun- 
teers at any time in the service shall be reduced in number, 
the bagadier generals and major generals herein provided 
for shall be discharged in proportion to the reduction in the 
number of the brigades and divisions: And provided, further, 
That each brigade of volunteers shall consist of not less 
than three regiments, and each division shall consist of not 
less Luan two brigades. 


Mr. CRITTENDEN moved to amend the bill 
by striking out all after the word ‘* Mexico,”’ in 
the nth line, down to the proviso at the end of 
the same, and inserting the following addition sec- 
Lions: 

Reo. 2. Be it further enacted, That when the number of 
regiments of such volunteer forees, called into the service 
of the United States from any one State, under the said act 
ofthe Utth of Mav, 1446, shall be sufficient to forma brigade, 
n brigadier general for the command thereof shall be ap 
pointed by the proper authority of the State to which they 
beloug, 1a the manner prescribed by the laws of said State. 

Seco. 3. Be it further enucted, That the second section of 
the act entided “An act supplemental to an act providing 
for the prosecution of the existing war between the United 
States andtie Republie of Mexico, and for other purposes,” 
approved the —— day of June, 1846, be, and the same is 
hereby repeated. 

Sec. 4. Be it further enacted, That the President of the 
United States be, and he is hereby, authorized to appoint by 
and with Uic cousent of the Senate, two brigadier generals 
in addidion to the present inilitary establishment. 


Mr. BENTON said this was a renewal of the 
debate of yesterday, and a few remarks would be 
sufficient to show that the amendments proposed 
ought not to be adopted. ‘They were incongruous 
to the bill, and seem to proceed upon an erroneous | 
idea. The amendment seems to suppose that di- 
visions and brigades are to come from States, and | 
to act together as such; not so the fact. Regiments 
are the highest organization authorized; and al- | 
though it may happen that a sufficient number of ! 
regiments may be called from one State to consti- 
tute a brigade, or a division, yet they are not call- 
ed as such, and may not be employed together 
afier they go into the field. One reziment may go 
to one place, and another to another place, and 
may never act together asa brigade or division. | 
The incongruity of the State generals would be 
manifest. ‘The volunteers are for a year; the mili- 
tia generals will come by seniority, and be for six 
months. All the generals in the service should be 
on the same footing—all appointed by the President 
and Senate, and all entitled to equal command and 
respect according to their grade. The bill proposes 
to appoint generals to serve during the war: if the 
war continues more than a year, and generals gain | 
some experience, we do not wish to disband them. 
The States, without a new law, could not appoint 
generals to serve either for the war, or fora year; 
the generals for six months would be an incon- 
gruity. Seniority is the rule of service among the 
militia; and that rule might give a general too old 
for the active and distant service which these vol- | 
unteers may have to perform. The President and | 
Congress are responsible for the management of 
this war: itis a Federal, and not a State war. The 
Federal Government is responsible for its manage- 
ment, and its management will depend upon the 
generals. Congress votes—the President orders— 
but the generals act: and thus the management of 
the war devolves at last upon the generals. They 
become the executors of the votes of Congress, and 
of the orders of the President, and, therefore, 
should be appointed by Federal authority—by the 
President and Senate. This is the principle of the 
bill reported by the committee; and to transfer the 
appointment of generals to the States, would be to 
put the management of the war out of the hands of 
those who declared it, and who are responsible to 
the country for its management. The amendment | 
of the Senator from Kentucky seemed to Mr. B. 
to involve incongruities and impossibilities—incon- 
gruities, in giving six months’ generals to twelve 
months’ men; impossibilities, in looking to the 
States for generals which are to serve for a term | 
unknown to their militia systems, and which would 
require the State Legislatures to be called together | 
and pass a new law for their aeenienatet. 


Mr. CRITTENDEN explained his amend- | 


| regiments already raised when mustered into bri- 


| Executive of any one of them for such officers. 


‘the generals according to the law of the State. 


brigades and divisions. 


| arguments in favor of his proposition. 


| » » ; > i » ‘ » re > 
be terminated by a detinitive treaty of peace, duly concluded || President is re sponsible for the war. 








Sune 25, 


ments, and pointed out the difference between his | cide with those Senators who 





& = . lbw: put the gallant, pa. 
»roposition and that of the Military Committee at | triotic volunteers, often among the best citizen pa 


ength, and urged with much earnestness several | the country, on the same footing with the meres. 
naries and others, too many of them leteivece, 

who enlisted in our regular army as private soldier, 
for a living, and who would continue mere sold), [ 
as long as they could find food and raiment jy the 
service. All our regulars were not of such elosc 
|, but too many were. The volunteers laid off t), :. 
habiliments as citizens, and became soldiers ten. 
é porarily, and they would return to their form, 
Mr. CRITTENDEN replied to the Senators occupations as soon as their country no or 
from Michigan and Maryland, defending his | needed their services. Such estimation of the > ¥ 
amendment against the objections urged. unteers, classing them with the regular soldiers, 
Mr. COLQUITT said it was only to officer the | degraded them; it was an insult to them, and he 
did not acquiesce in its justice. Mr. W. said jp 
did not agree that this war was the Presiden;’s 
war, or that he was responsible for it; and, they. 
in reply to Mr. Crirrenpen. fore, that he was to have the sole conduct of j; 
Mr. WESTCOTT offered an amendment to that | and so forth. It was the country’s war. ai 
of the Senator from Kentucky, [Mr.CrirtenDen,] | was as much responsible for it as the Executive 
by which the President was to call on the Executive | Every Senator and Representative was responsi! \, 
of the State or Territory furnishing a brigade of for its proper conduct. All were bound to second 
volunteers, to detail and furnish a brigadier gene- | and aid the Executive in bringing it to a speedy 
ral of the militia of said State or Territory to com- | close, and he was prepared to do so; and he repy!- 
mand such brigade; and so, also, if a State fur- | Jed with scorn any imputation that, because he F ° 


ii- 


nished a division, a major general of militia to | fered as to the mode or means of best effecting jt 
g it, 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, opposed the | 
amendment of Mr. Critrenpen. He showed the | 
difficulties to be encountered in carrying out the 
provisions of the amendments. 

Mr. CASS was in favor of the billasitis. The 
What he 


thinks necessary should not be withheld. 


rades that this bill was intended. 
Mr. HOUSTON supported the bill, and spoke 


command such division; and ifa brigade ordivision | he was lukewarm, much less disposed to create 


| eral officer of my own State as the best in the 
| regular army, and much sooner, in command of 


come forward at the call of their country, would 


| the recommendations of members of Congress, as 


_manded by their own State officers, and not by 


was composed of volunteers from different States 


npo ( obstacles to its successful prosecution. For one, 
or Territories, that the President might call on the ; 


he did not intend to allow himself, in the hyzza, 
/and smoke, and noise of war, to be persuaded or 
induced by any means to vote for measures that 
would establish a dangerous precedent, or lead to 
confusion and dissatisfaction. His object was to 
strengthen the power of the country. 

The debate was continued by Messrs. DIX, 
CRITTENDEN, CALHOUN, BENTON, and 
JOHNSON of Maryland. 

Mr. BERRIEN said he would vote for the first 
clause of the amendment of the Senator from Flor- 
ida, and gave his reasons at some length, but could 
not vote for the two last clauses. He gave his 
reasons for his opposition to the two last clauses at 
some length also. 


Mr. CRITTENDEN hoped the Senator from 


He said his objection to the amendment of the 
Senator from Kentucky was, that it was impracti- | 
cable—nay, impossible—to earry it out. It pro- | 
vided that the Governor of the State was to appoint 


Now, in several of the States—in Florida, for in- 
stance—the general officers of the militia are elected 
by those subject to military duty in the bounds of 
In others, the Legisla- 
tures elected these officers. In others, the regi- 
mental officers or brigade officers. The amend- 
ment of the Senator from Kentucky would not 
secure the volunteers officers of their choice. What 
brigade or division should elect in Florida, if that 
State furnished a brigadier or major general’s com- || Florida would withdraw his amendment, and ad- 
mand? In those States where the Legislature | duced his reasons therefor. 

choose such officers it must be convened. It could |; Mr. WESTCOTT said he would withdraw the 
be readily seen in such cases the laws could not be |, two last clauses, but he could not comply with the 
carried out. At any rate, great delay would ensue. |, request of the Senator from Kentucky as to the 
Mr. W. said he was opposed to the bill reported, |) first, and he reiterated his former arguments in favor 
as he conceived it was a deadly blow to the rights | of its adoption. 


of the States, as tending to degrade and destroy The question was then taken on Mr. West- 
the militia. He believed the militia general officers | corr’s amendment to the amendment submitted 


in the States were mostly excellent officers, and | hy Mr. Crirrenpen, and the same was disagreed 

best qualified to command volunteers. He believed || ¢¢ 

there were as good officers in the militia as in the 

re t A reside i i i F “p. 

regular army. Mr. President, (said Mr. W.,) in | amendment, the yeas and nays were called there- 

your city (Philadelphia) I believe there is as much | on, and resulted as follows: 

military ability, and intelligence, and patriotism, |} YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Cilley, J. M. Clayton, 

and of every quality requisite for a good general |) Corwin, Crittenden, Davis, Dayton, Greene, Huntington, 

officer among your militia renerals, as there is to |) Jarnagin, Mangum, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Simmons, 
- ' 7 ] 2. 

be found possessed by the same number of regu- |) Upham, and Woodbridge—I8. 


sila : - ; spe g | NAYS—Messrs. Ashley, Atherton, Benton, Berrien, 
lar officers. [ would as soon trust the militia gen- || Breese, Bright, Cass, Chalmers, Thomas Clayton, Colquitt, 


Dickinson, Dix, Fairfield, Haywood, Houston, Johnson 0! 
Maryland, McDuftie, Rusk, Semple, Sevier, Speight, Stur- 
Florida volunteers; and I say this without mean- geon, Turney, Westcott, and Yulee—25. 

ing in the least to disparage the officers of the So the amendment was disagreed to. 

army. Sir, (said Mr. W.,) the militia officers are The bill was then reported to the Senate, ordered 
chosen by their fellow-citizens, who know them | to be engrossed and read a third time, an¢, by 
personally. But, I ask, how is the President to |, unanimous consent, was immediately read a third 
ascertain the fitness of the candidates who will be || time by its title, and passed. 
proposed for brigadierships, &e.? I suppose by The Senate then adjourned. 





The question recurring upon Mr. Crirrenney’s 





he cannot know all the candidates personally. In- || : SOE N TES. 
stead of being selected for paparioy quidibsldione, HOUSE OF RREREPEDT ATTY ES 
it will be next to an impossibility for the President Tuurspay, June 25, 1846. 
to avoid selecting men whose chief claims are po- The Journal of yesterday was read and approved 
litical services rendered or to be rendered. Mr. Mr. McKAY moved that the House resolve 
W. said he was not for unnecessarily increasing || itself into Committee of the Whole on the state o! 
the Federal Executive patronage. Jackson, Brown, || the Union. ‘ 
Porter, and others, of the best general officers of || Mr. ASHMUN asked Mr. McK. to withdraw 
the last war, where militia officers when they first | the motion, to enable him (Mr. A.) to introduce @ 
went into the service. proposition the character of which was not stated. 
Mr. W. said the volunteers who had so nobly Mr. McKAY, remarking that the gentleman 
could introduce the proposition this evening, de- 
be surprised by the passage of the bill under con- || clined to withdraw his motion. . 
sideration. It would create dissatisfaction among Whereupon Mr. ASHMUN demanded a divis- 
them, and he thought not without reason. They | ion on that motion. j 
did not anticipate it. ‘They expected to be com- |) And the question being taken, the vote stoo¢— 
ayes 62, noes 16. 


Federal army officers. ‘There was a natural jea 


No quorum voting. f the 
ousy amongst volunteer militia inst officers of || Mr. BOYD moved that there be a call of t 


the regular army. Mr. W. said he did not coin- |) House. 
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A brief co 
Mr. G. 5. 
nays on the 
dered; and, n 
So the call of 


nversation followed; after which, 
HOUSTON demanded the yeas and 
motion of Mr. Born; which were or- 
being taken, were—yeas 46, nays 67. 
the House was refused. 


THE TARIFF. 


n then recurred, and was taken on 


stio 
i Mr. McKay, and decided in the af- 


the motion of 
firmative. 
So the . a 
the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Cons, 
of Georgia, in the chair,) and resumed the con- 
<ideration of the bill to reduce the duty on imports, 
nd for other oe. ; 
Mr. WINTHROP was entitled to the floor, and 
addressed the committee during the hour. After 
lyerting cursorily to the Mexican war, and ex- 
iz his intention to vote for all necessary sup- 


ie 


pressil 


plies to carry iten, so long as the President ad- | 


hered to the pledges he had given to bring it to a 
close so soon as that object could be honorably 
elected, proceeded to speak in vindication of the 
tariff!’ policy of 1842, and in opposition to the bill 
before the committee. In doing this, he laid down 
the following propositions: 

1. That provision ought promptly to be made 
for furnishing the Government with whatever ad- 
ditional revenues and resources may be necessary 
for bringing the existing war with Mexico toa 
just and speedy conclusion, and establishing an 
honorable peace. 

9, That no additional revenue can be relied on 
from the bill now under consideration, either as 
originally reported, or with the modifications which 
have been proposed by the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury; but that, on the contrary, the whole expe- 


rience of the country shows that the operation of | 


such a bill would be materially to diminish the 
revenue, 

3. That this bill is, at best, a mere experiment, 
and one which, there is great reason to fear, would 
result in both curtailing the resources of the Gov- 
ernment, and crippling the indastry of the people; 
and that in snore. an entire system of ad valorem 
duties, it woul 
equalities and frauds, and would be especially op- 
pressive to the honest American merchant. 

4. That the tariff of 1842 has proved itself for 
three years past emphatically a revenue tariff; 


yielding, with signal uniformity, and in precise cor- 


respondence with the calculations of its framers, a 
netayerage annual revenue of nearly twenty-seven 
millions of dollars, and at once protecting the labor 
and enriching the treasury of the nation; and that | 
no substantial modification—certainly no material 
reduction—of the duties which it imposes, would 


be likely to yield anything like an equal amount to | 
the Government. | 


And 5, That an issue of eight or ten millions of 


treasury notes, and the imposition of moderate | 


specific duties on tea and coffee, for a short term 
ofyears, and for the single purpose of defraying | 
the expenses of the war, are the only measures for | 
increasing the resources and revenues of the nation | 
which ean be adopted with any reasonable pros- | 
pect of suecess; and that, unless the Administra- 
tion and its friends intend to take the responsibility 
of resorting to direct taxation, or of incurring a | 


large national debt, these measures ought to be | 
{ 


adopted by them without delay. 

Mr. BRODHEAD addressed the committee in 
advocacy of the tariff of 1842, not less as a revenue 
measure, as demonstrated by its actual operation, 
tan a measure of salutary protection to the indus- 
nial interests of the community. 

Mr. E. W. HUBARD obtained the floor, and 
addressed the committee (in a statistical speech, of 
which a full report is in course of preparation) in 
favor of the bill under consideration. 

Mr. EWING, of Pennsylvania, then obtained 
the floor, and spoke in vindication of the protective 
policy, and in favor of its continuance. 

Mr. STROHM followed on the same side—de- 
scribing the prostrate condition of ali the industrial 


pursuits of the country before the enactment of the 
tari? of 1842, and the im 


(These speeches will appear in the Appendix 
when prepared. } 


Mr. CHASE obtained the floor, and moved that 
the committee rise. 


On which motion no quorum voted. 
he committee rose, and the chairman reported 


_ THE 


House resolved itself into Committee of | 


open the door to all manner of in- || 


rice pulse and prosperity | 
Which it had imparted to all branches of business. | 


tt 
| that fact to the House. It was now a quarter past 
three o’clock. 
{| On motion of Mr. YANCEY, acall of the House 
| Was ordered, 
| The roll was called over, and 92 members an- 
| swered to their names; not a quorum. 
'| Mr. HARALSON moved to suspend the call. 
| Negatived—25 to 39. 
Mr. GEORGE W. JONES moved an adjourn- 
ment. Negatived—31 to 58. 
The absentees were then again called, and 10 
| answered, making 102 present. 
The doors were now closed, and the absentees 
were again called, that excuses, if any there should 
| be, might be offered for them by their friends. 
And a portion of their names having been called, 
| Mr. BURT moved an adjournment; which was 
' lost. 
‘| The call was resumed, and further progress 
having been made— 
' House adjourn. Lost. 
| Further progress having been made— 
| proceedings. Negatived. 
| Mr. POLLOCK moved an adjournment. Neg 
atived. 


| 


| because they were sick, others because of sickness 
| in their families or friends, and others because 
| they had gone te fight the Mexicans. 
Mr. HENLEY moved to dispense with further 
proceedings. Agreed to, 
And the House adjourned. 


| IN SENATE. 
Frinay, June 26, 1846. 


| Mr. BERRIEN submitted the following reso- 
lution; which was agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs 
| be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
|, passing a joint resolution to authorize the account- 
| ing officers of the treasury to settle the accounts of 
| the United States ship Boston, Captain Pender- 
|| grast, and to pass to the credit of the purser, G. 
'| R. Barry, the items charged to him in the recon- 
'| ciling statement of his accounts. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, submitted a res- 
olution, which, being modified at the suggestion of 
| Senators Westcorr and SpeiGut, as follows, was 
considered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
| instructed to report to the Senate such proofs as 

may be in his department, as to the va report- 
ed to have been committed by recent importations 
from the West India Islands into the port of New 
York and other ports of the United States of syr- 
ups and molasses, and to report such measures as 


of such frauds. 


Mr. SIMMONS submitted the following reso- 
lution; which lies over under the rule: 
Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 


by the department of the annual amount of im- 
portations which it is expected will be made, 
should the duties thereon be charged as proposed 





amount in value of imports of the articles compre- 
hended within each of the several classes of mer- 
chandise upon which it is proposed to levy upon the 


cent., 15 per cent., 10 per cent., and 5 per cent., 
respectively, together with his estimate of the 
amount of revenue to be derived therefrom; also, 
the estimated amount of the annual value of im- 





tinue to be imported free of duty; and that he 
accompany the same with a statement of the 
amount in value of importations the last fiscal year 
of all articles embraced in each class of imports 
|| upon which it is proposed to levy the foregoing 


} 


|| laws, and the rates of duty paid thereon the last 


were imported the last year free of duty, with his 





kind after the proposed change in the rates of du- 


| 


ports of such articles as it is proposed shall con- 


rates of duties; stating in each case the amount of | 
|| imports of articles subject to duty under existing | 


A motion was made by Mr. STRONG that the | 


| Mr. BIGGS moved to dispense with further | 


| ‘The call of the list having been completed, 27 | 
| members were excused for non-attendance-—some 


| may be necessary to guard against the recurrence | 


in his report of the 16th instant, specifying the | 


value thereof duties at the rates of 125 per cent., | 
|| 40 per cent., 30 per cent., 25 per cent., 20 per | 


'| year, and the amount of imports of each class that | 


estimate of the amount in value of imports of each | 


\ 


directed to furnish the Senate with the estimates | 
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the revenue received from customs for the three 
first quarters of the present year, and the amount 
to be expected from that source for the fourth 
quarter. 


_Mr. BAGBY submitted the following resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be re- 
quested to communicate to the Senate any infor- 
mation in the department showing the aaa and 
description of troops that have been mustered into 
the service from Alabama since the first of April 
last, under the calls for volunteers to serve in the 
war against Mexico, and discharged. Also, the 
number and description of volunteers, if any, who 
have tendered their services to the Governor of 
Alabama for the service aforesaid, and who have 
not been mustered into the service. 


In submitting the resolution, Mr. B. said that 
the information sought by the resolution he was 
about to offer was not for the purpose of censur- 
ing any one. On the contrary, he availed himself 
of the occasion to say that, in his judgment, all the 
departments of the Government, the State author- 
ities, the officers of the army and navy, and, above 
all, the people, have, in reference to the war against 
Mexico, displayed a degree of promptness, zeal, 
and patriotism, above all praise. The object of the 
information sought by the resolution was to en- 
able Congress to provide promptly for the payment 
of those who had, although disappointed in shar- 
ing the honors and perils of the war, exhibited an 
ardent and impulsive patriotism never surpassed 
and never to be forgotten. Mr. B. could not, upon 
a subject like this, attempt to disparage or es 
rate the patriotism of the people of any portion of 
the United States where all have done so well. He 
could not, however, repress the gratification he felt 
that a portion of the people of Alabama were the 
first to move at the call of their country, and to 
exchange the scenes of social and civil life for the 
field of battle, and that the tide of patriotism con- 
tinued to roll on in an unbroken current to the 
scene of danger. He hoped the resolution would 
be considered now, and unanimously adopted. 

The resolution was then considered and agreed 
to. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, submitted the 


. . . ’ 
following resolution, which hes over: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed 
to report to the Senate whether any individual has 
been authorized by the department, or recommend- 
ed by the department to the Executive of any State 
to be authorized, to raise volunteers to serve in the 
war with Mexico, or whether the Governor of any 
State has been authorized by the department to 
receive into service volunteers raised or to be raised 
by any individual named by the department; and, 
if so, that he report the facts to the Senate, together 
with copies of any instructions or correspondence 


relating to the same, and state under what power 


such authority has been given or such recommen- 
dation has been made. 

Mr. HAYWOOD submitted the following reso- 
lution, which lies over: 

Resolved, That a select committee be appointed 
to revise the rules for conducting the business in 
the Senate of the United States, and to inquire and 
make report to the Senate whether any, and if any, 
what amendments are necessary or expedient for 
the orderly or convenient despatch of business. 


Mr. DICKINSON, from the Committee of 
Claims, reported a_bill for the relief of the legal 


| representatives of George Mayo, deceased; which 


was read and passed to the second reading. The 
accompanying report was ordered to be printed. 
Mr. HOUSTON, from the Committee on Mili- 


tary Affairs, to whom was referred the report of 
|| the Secretary of War, communicating a report of 


ties shall have taken place. Also, a statement of |) 


an expedition under Lieutenant Abert, reported 
‘‘that it be referred to the Committee on Print- 
ing;’? which was agreed to. 


i 

Mr. LEWIS, from the Committee of Confer- 
ence on the part of the Senate, appointed to confer 
with a like committee of the House of Represent- 
atives in relation to the disagreeing votes of the 
two Houses upon the Indian appropriation bill, 
reported : 

«‘ That the Senate recede from its amendments numbered 
* Lr hey a Senate recede from 4ts disagreement to the 
amendments of the House to its 14th and 16th amendments, 
sud agree to the same. 

“That the Senate recede from its disagreement to the 
amendment of the House to its 18th amendment, and agree 
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to the same with the following amendment, viz: Strike out || among the States; and that it is restricted to the | 


the whole of said amendment of the House, and insert, in | 
lieu thereof, the following: ‘ And it shall be the duty of the 
é‘ different agents and sub-agents to take a census, and to ob 
‘tain such other statistical information of the several tribes 
‘of tudians among whom they respectively reside, as may 
‘be required by the Secretary of War, and in such form as 
‘he shall prescribe.’ 

“That the Senate recede from its disagreement to the 
amendment of the House to its Lith amendment, and agree 
te the same with the following proviso: ‘Provided, That the 
‘money herein or heretofore appropriated for the payment 
‘of the appraised value of the Wyandotte improvements, 
‘ahall be paid by an agent of the United States to the several 
‘individual Indian claimants in person, or, in the event of 
‘the death of any of the original claimants, then to bis fim- 
‘ily, and to no other person or persons whatsoever.’ 

“ Thatthe House recede from its disagreement to the 10th 
amendment of the Benate, and agree to the same. | 

“That the House recede from its disagreement to the 20th, 
et, and 2d amendinents of the Senate, and agree to the 
same with the following amendment: Strike out the whole 
of the said three amendments, and agree to the following in 
lien thereof: 

“Bere, —. And he it further enacted, That the sum of 
875,000 heretofore paid to the President of the United States, 
under the treaty made with the Seneca Indians of New 
York, in the year 1642, for the benefit of said Indians, and 
the stock in whieh the same may have been invested, shall 
be, and the same is hereby, taken absolutely to the use of 
the United Stares, in accordance with the prayer of said In- 
diane; and it shall be the duty of the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury to cancel the said stock, and place upon the books of 
his department the amount of 875,000 to the credit of said 
fidinns, upon which sum interest thereafter shall be paid to 
them at the rate of five per eentum per annum: Provided, 
‘That any interest which may be due and unpaid on said 
stock at the time of ite cancellation shall be forthwith paid 
to them. 

« 8ee, —. And be it further enacied, That the President 
of the United States be, and he is hereby, authorized to re 
ceive from the Ontario Bank of New York, any stock of the 
publie debt of the United States, or money which the said 
bank may hold in trust for the said Senecas, whenever the 
suid Indians, or other persons whore consent may be neces 
sary, shall in proper form authorize the transfer; and to 
cause the stock to be cancelled, and the amount thereof, 
and of any moneys which he may receive, to be deposited 
in the treasury to the credit of said Indians, upon which 
amount interest thereafter shall be paid to them at the rate 
of five per centum per annum, until Congress may direct the 
principal in this and the preceding section to be paid to the 
Indians. 

“Sec. —, nd be it further enacted, That the Secretary 
of War oe, and he is hereby, required to ascertain what an- 
nuities or moneys have been wrongfully withholden from 
the said Senecas by the late sub-agent of the United States, 
and so Jost to them: and to that end, the suid Secretary is 
authorized, if in his judgment it shall be necessary or expe- 
dient so to do, to issue a commission or Commissions to 
some discreet person or persons, to be selected by him to 
take testimony in the premises, and to report the same to 
Congress; and to defray any expenses which may be in 
curred in the execution of the provisions of this section, a 
sum not exceeding five hundred doljars is hereby appro 
pruate a, 

“That the House receded from its disagreement to the 
first amendment of the Senate, and agreed to the same with 
the following amendment: 

* Strike out the words ‘fully accounted for, and settled 


| proportion to the magnitude of the subject? He 


| be pressed. 


all existing balances that may be outstanding and unac- |} 


counted for,’ and insert in lieu thereof ‘ settled his accounts 
of the preceding year, and satisfactorily shown that all bal- 
ances in favor of the Government, winch may appear to be | 
in his hands, are ready to be paid over on the order of the | 
departinent” ” 

ves ; : ; , 

lhe question being taken upon concurring with 
the report, it was agreed to. 


THE MEMPHIS CONVENTION. 


Mr. CALHOUN, from the special committee to 
whom was referred the memorial of the Memphis | 
Convention, reported a ‘* Bill authorizing the ap- 
* pointment of a board of engineers to make an ex- 
amination and survey of the Mississippi, with a 
view to the improvement of its navigation, and 
provision for the gradual reduction of the price | 
of the swamps and inundated public lands lying | 
thereon within the States of avedidenes Arkan- 
sas, Mississippi, Illinois, and Missouri;’’ which 
was read a first and second time. 

Mr. C, said that he rose to present the report of 
the special committee to whom was referred the 
memorial of the Memphis Convention. Before send- 
ing the report to the Secretary’s table, he would 
make a few explanatory remarks. The conven- 
tion was called to deliberate on the best means for 
developing the resources of the western and south- 
ern Atlantic States. They adopted twenty resolu- 
tions. ae embrace many measures, some more | 
and others less important. The committee con- 
fined their attention to four or five of the most im- | 
portant. Among them they regarded the improve- 
ment of the navigation of the Mississippi and its 
great tributaries as by far the most important. | 
They accordingly directed their attention especially | 


~*7s nnn © 
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removal of the obstructions which endanger or im- 
pede its navigation, with the exception of one of 
the members, the Senator from Louisiana, [Mr. 
Barnow,| who believed the restriction was too 
limited, 

In conclusion, Mr. C. moved that the further 
consideration of the subject be postponed until two 
weeks from Monday next, and ea the bill be 
made the special order for that day. 

Mr. BREESE expressed some regret that the | 
Senator from South Carolina should have seen fit | 
to introduce into the bill anything connected with | 
the system of the public lands, which had been | 
under the careful revision and examination of the | 
appropriate committee, and a bill already matured. 
He thought it entirely foreign to the subject before 
the select committee. He hoped that so great a | 
subject as that of the publie lands would not be | 


acted on, at least in so partial a manner as that |; 
| contemplated in the bill reported. 


Mr. CALHOUN was of opinion that his bill 
would harmonize entirely with the views of the 
friends of the land bill, and he thought there would 
be no subject of conflict between the two. 

The question was then taken upon the motion to 
postpone the further consideration of the subject 
until next Monday two weeks, and it was decided 
in the affirmative. 

The memorial of the Memphis Convention, and 
the report of the Select Committee thereon, were 
ordered to be printed for the use of the Senate. — | 

Mr. ALLEN had not heard the report read. It | 
was certainly one embracing a subject of much 
importance. He would inquire of the chairman 
of the select committee whether its view had been 
limited to the Mississippi proper, without reference 
to its tributaries, whether the general power had 
been discussed, and if the precise limit would be in 





should like to hear it read, if it met the views of | 
the Senate. 

Mr. CALHOUN replied that the subject had 
heen fully discussed, and not only with regard to 
the immediate tributaries of the Mississippi, but 
all its tributaries. The reading of the report would 
not occupy more than one hour or an hour and a 
half at furthest, and he wished it read, that the 
Senate might judge. 

Mr. SEVIER hoped the time of the Senate 
would not be taken up in reading the report. It 
could be printed in a short time, and laid on their 
tables, and he desired that the reading would not 


Mr. ALLEN admitted it would have been more 
agreeable to him to have the report read, but he 
would waive it. 

Mr. ATCHISON moved that five thousand ex- 
tra copies be printed. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, said the subject 
was a very important one, and one in which all 
the new States were deeply interested, and had been 
looking forward to with increased interest. He 
therefore thought that the number oucht to be in- | 
creased to ten thousand, and he would make that | 
motion. 

Mr. TURNEY moved to refer it to the Com- 
mittee on Printing. 

Mr. SPEIGHT hoped the motion to refer would 
be withdrawn. Jt was customary on some occa- 
sions to refer to the Committee on Printing, but 
not on one like the present. There was no man 
within the sound of his voice that was notimpress- 





| ed with the importance of the subject; and the very 


source from which it had emanated would cause 
it to be generally read and universally sought 
after. 

Mr. TURNEY made a brief reply, but declined 
to withdraw his proposition. 

Mr. CAMERON hoped the subject would not 


The question was taken on the reference, and 
decided in the negative: Ayes 15, noes 20. 

The question was then taken on printing ten 
Piet: | copies, and decided in the affirmative. 

[A message was received from the House of 
Representatives, announcing that said House had 
passed the Senate bill for the organization of the 
volunteer forces into brigades and divisions, &c.; 
also the joint resolution in relation to the issuing of 


to it, The result of their deliberation was a unani- || grants of certain lands in Louisiana.] 

mous opinion that Congress had the power, under || Mr. DICKINSON said he had one word of per- 
the Constitution, to improve its navigation; that it || sonal explanation. Ina reported debate, contamed 
is embraced in the power to regulate commerce || in the Union of this morning, which he supposed 


be referred, and explained his reasons. 


= __ June 26, 





was intended to briefly relate the debate had vee 
terday upon the subject of adjournment, he would 
notice a single error. He was reported to }, 

said he ‘* was pleased to hear the Senator from, hk: “64 
sas [Mr. Sevier] say he was in the majority,”’ ° 
he did not say. He said he * was pleased to |p. 

from the Senator from Arkansas, [Mr. Slevin } 
for whose opinions he entertained great respon, 
that we were in the majority.” This inal 2 
was due to the Senator named. ; 


Mr. CHALMERS submitted the followin rin 
olution; which was agreed to: ” 

Resolved, That five thousand additional copies o¢ 
the report of the Joint Committee on the Librar 
upon the Exploring Expedition be printed, -" 


Mr. SEVIER moved that the Senate take up the 
private calendar; which motion was agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. JOHN M. CLAYTON, i, 
Senate took up for consideration, as in Commit 
of the Whole, the bill for the relief of the le 


: , gal rep 
resentatives of John J. Bulow, deceased; which 


was reported back to the Senate without amend- 
ment; and, after discussion by Senators JARN A. 
GIN, WESTCOTT, DAVIS, DAYTON, ang J 
M. CLAYTON, it was postponed until Tuesd se 
next. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
‘* bill for the relief of Elijah White,’’ the question 
upon the engrossment of which was taken a few 
days since, and decided in the negative, and gyb- 


an- 
This 


tion 


ter 


ay 


| sequently ordered to be reconsidered, on motion 


| Davis, Dickinson, Dix, Houston, Johnson of Louisiana, 


of Mr. Westcorr. After discussion by Senators 
WESTCOTT, PEARCE, ATCHISON, BEN 
TON, JARNAGIN, and SEVIER, the question 
was taken upon ordering the bill to be engrossed 
for a third reading, and resulted as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atchison, Atherton, Bag 
by, Benton, Bright, Calhoun, Cameron, Cass, Chainer 


, 


Semple, Sevier, Simmons, Sturgeon, Turney, and West 
cott—22. 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Berrien, Cilley, Thomas Clay 
ton, Corwin, Crittenden, Dayton, Evans, Greene, Haywood, 
Huntington, Jarnagin, Johnson of Maryland, Lewis, Man 
gum, Morehead, Pearce, and Upham—l1s8. 

So the bill was ordered to be engrossed and read 
a third time. 

The bill for the relief of Francis A. Harrison 
was read a second time, considered as in commit- 
tee of the whole, reported back to the Senate with- 
out amendment, and then laid upon the table. 

The bill for the relief of Henry Gardner and 


| others, directors of an association called the New 
_England Mississippi Land Company, was taken 


up» and the further consideration postponed unul 
Friday next. 

The “ bill to authorize the settlement of the ac- 
counts of John Crowell,’’ was considered as in 
committee of the whole, reported back to the Sen 
ate without amendment, and the question being 


| taken upon ordering it to be engrossed and read a 


third time, on a division, 16 voted in the affirm 


| ative, and 16 in the negative. 


The PRESIDENT giving the casting vote in the 
affirmative, the bill was ordered to be engrossed 


/ and read a third time. 


The bill, in addition to an act for the relief of 
Walter Loomis and Abel Gay, was read a second 
time, considered as in committee of the whole, 
reported back to the Senate without amendment, 
and ordered to be engrossed and read a third time. 
The bill to allow to Elijah White additional 
compensation for services and reimbursement o! 
expenses incurred as sub-agent west of the Rocky 


° . mT | 
Mountains, was taken up, and its further consit- 


eration postponed until to-morrow. 
The * bill further to extend the patent of Jethro 
Wood,” was read a second time, considered as 1 


"committee of the whole, reported without amend- 
ment, and the question being taken upon ordering 


_ cided in the negative by yeas and nays—19 to 


| tion of the volunteer forces into 


it to be engrossed and read a third time, it was de- 

[A message was received from the President of 
the United States, announcing that he had signed 
and approved the bill providing for the organiza- 
rigades and divi- 
inment of the necessary ofi- 


sions, and the a 
t Also, the joint reso- 


cers to command the same. 


lution in relation to issuing grants of certain lands 
in the State of Louisiana. | 

On motion of Mr. HAYWOOD, the Senate 
then proceeded to the consideration of Executive 
business, and after some time spent therein, te 
doors were opened, and 

The Senate adjourned. 
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1846. 


“ OUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. | 


Friway, June 26, 1846. 


The Journal of esterday was read and approved. 
Mr. ASHMU?D | (leave having been denied) made 
os ineffectual motion to suspend the rules, to enable 
him to introduce a joint resolution (concerning a 

jyate case. 
private 0 HOUSTON moved that the House 
esolve itself into Committee of the Whole on the 
ute of the Union. . : 
Mr. PRESTON KING desired Mr. H. to waive 
the motion, to enable him (Mr. K.) to withdraw 
certain papers from the files of the House. 

Mr. fi. declined to waive the motion. 

And the question having been taken thereon, the | 


sli 


and consent of the Senate, such number of major generals 
and brigadier generals as the organization of such volunteer 
forces into brigades and divisions may render necessary: 
Provided, That the brigadier generals and major generals 30 
appointed shall be discharged from service by the President 
of the United States, when the war with Mexico shall be 
terminated by a definitive treaty of peace, duly concluded 
and ratified ; or, in case the brigades or divisions of volun- 
teers at any time in the service shall be reduced in number, 
the brigadier generals and major generals herein provided for 
shall be discharged in proportion to the reduction in the 
number of the brigades and divisions: .4nd provided further, 
That each brigade of volunteers shall consist of not less than 
three regiments, and each division shal! consist of not Jess 


| than two brigades. 


yote stood—ayes 42, noes 20. || 


No quorum voting. 

Mr. JACOB THOMPSON moved that there be | 
«call of the House, 

Mr. G. S. HOUSTON called for the yeas and 
yays on the motion to go into committee. 

The SPEAKER put the question as if the de- 
mand had been made for the yeas and nays on the | 
motion for a call of the House. 

And the House refused to order them. 

Mr. G. S. HOUSTON then, remarking that he 
would leave the motion to go into committee in the 
ands ef the chairman of the Committee of Ways 
and Means, [Mr. McKay,] waived his motion. 

On motion of Mr. JACOB THOMPSON, a 


Mr. HARALSON moved that the bill be put on 
its third reading. Its commitment, he said, was not 
necessary, inasmuch as the subject had received the 
consideration of the Committee on Military Affairs, 


| who had prepared a bill verbatim like that before the 


House. 
Mr. FARAN (Mr. H. yielding the floor) desired 


to offer the following amendment, which he sent 


| to the Clerk’s table, and which was read for infor- 
| mation: 


message received from the Senate, notifying the || 


House of the passage of certain bills, was taken | 
up. 


THE HOUMAS CLAIM. 


The joint resolution from the Senate relating to || 


certain grants of land in the State of Louisiana, 
coming up on its first and second reading, 


Committee on Private Land Claims. 
Mr. BOYD moved that the resolution be put on 


is passage. 1] 


Mr. RATHBUN explained the object of the 
resolution, and supported the motion of Mr. Boyp. 


Mr. HOPKINS suggested that if the resolution | 


was committed at all, the Committee on the Judici- 
ary was the appropriate committee. It had taken 
that direction in the Senate. He did not think, 


however, that commitment was necessary; but to |, 


iest the sense of the House, he would demand the | 
previous question, | 


(This demand, if seconded, would cut off the || 


motion to commit, and bring the House to a direct | 
vote on the third reading of the resolution. ] 
Mr.G. W. JONES moved that the resolution 
be laid on the table; which motion was rejected. 
And the question recurring and being taken on 
the demand for the previous question, the vote 
stood, ayes 52, noes 50. 


No quorum voting. | 
Mr. JOHNSON, of Virginia, moved that there | 


be a call of the House. 
Mr. G. S. HOUSTON demanded the yeas and | 
nays, which were ordered; and, being taken, were, | 
yeas 38, nays 101. 
So acall of the House was refused. | 
But a quorum voted. 
The question then recurred and was taken on | 


} 


the demand for the previous question, which was || 


seconded, | 


The main question was ordered, and, being | 
taken, the vendinaibie was read a third time. 
And the question being on its passage— 
Mr. NORRIS asked the yeas and nays, which | 
were refused. | 


And the resolution was passed. 
THE VOLUNTEER FORCE. 


The bill from the Senate, entitled ‘An act to pro- 
vide for the organization of the volunteer corps 
brought into the service of the United States into 
brigades and divisions, and for the appointment of 
ue necessary number of general officers to com-_ 
tuand the same,” came up on its first and second 
reading, 

It was read as follows: 

Be it enacted by the Senate House o esentatives 
{ the United States ° hte ao ried That 

¢ President of the United States be, and he is hereby au- 


0 

t 

— to organize into brigades and divisions such of the 
Unteer forces as have been or may be called into the ser- 





, = of the United States, under the act a ved May thir- 
viditg Te hundred and forty-six, enti “An aet pro- 


Unitea Prosecution of the existing war between the. 
and r States and the Republic of Mexico; and that he be, 
creby is, authorized to appoint, by and with the advice 


| by this kind of action. 


| 


| 
| 
| 
| 


That trom and after the day of the commencement of hos- 
tilities in the existing war with Mexico, and until the close 
of the said war, the pay of the non-commissioned officers, 
musicians, and privates, in the regular army of the United 


|| States, and of volunteers and militia in the service of the 


United States, shall be three dollars per month in addition 
to the pay and allowance now authorized by law. 


Mr. HARALSON continued. He could not 
consent (he said) to yield the floor for an amend- 
ment of that description at present. It related to 
matters that could be made the subject of legisla- 
tion in some other way. It was known that the 
original bill, recognising a state of war with Mex- 
ico, passed on the 13th of May—now upwards of 
six weeks since—and the oreanization of the army 
was not yet completed; yet twenty regiments or 


|| upwards were now on their march to the Rio || 
Mr. G. W. JONES moved its reference to the | 


Grande, or had already arrived there. 
Cries in several quarters: ‘* Move the previous 


| question.” 


Mr. HARALSON said he was requested in 


|| many directions to move the previous question; 


and looking to the necessity of action, he would 
reluctantly do so. 

Mr. BRODHEAD raised the question of the ne- 
cessity of the commitment. 

Mr. STEPHENS and Mr. CARROLL appeal- 
ed to Mr. Hararson to withdraw the previous 
question, to enable them to offer amendments. 

And the question being taken on the demand 
therefor, the vote stood—ayes 66, noes 67. 

So there was not a second. 

Mr. COCKE now offered the following amend- 
ment to the bill: 

Strike out the words ‘‘and brigadier generals’’ 
and the words ‘‘into brigades and,’’ and insert 
(immediately before the first proviso) the following: 

“And when the numbers of volunteer regiments from | 
any one State, offered and accepted under the act of the 13th | 
of May, 1846, shall be sufficient to constitute a brigade, a | 
brigadier general for the command of the same shall be ap- | 
pointed by the authority of that State to which they belong, 
in the manner prescribed by the laws of said State.” 

Mr. STEPHENS was opposed (he said) to hasty 
action upon a matter of so much importance. He 
should move, before he took his seat, the commit- | 


fairs, with instructions. The House would now | 
see the condition into which it had been brought | 
This was the third mili- | 
tary or supplemental war bill. If the House, 

when it passed the original act recognising the war | 


| had not been gagged; if two or three days had | 


been allowed for deliberation, a satisfactory bill | 
would probably have been passed in the first in- 
stance. Any gentleman who would look at this | 
bill would be constrained to admit that, if it was | 
ssed, there would in a few days be a fourth bill | 
rought forward. All he wished was time for de- | 
liberation. 
Mr. S. moved to recommit the bill with the fol- | 
lowing instructions: 
“To report a bill in lieu of the bill now before 

‘ the House, providing that in all cases when any || 
‘State has furnished a sufficient number of velun- || 
‘teers to make a brigade, it shall be officered in all | 
‘ respects according to the laws of said State.” | 
r. HARALSON (in reply to. the remark of || 
Mr. Sreruens as to the number of bills that had || 
been introduced) remarked, in justification of him- || 
self and of the Committee on Military Affairs, that || 
none of these supplemental bills would have been || 
necessary , if the Senate had acted on the bill in the | 
form in which it originally stood. ~ 
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Mr. STEPHENS did not wish to be under- 
stood (he said) as making any charge against the 
Committee on Military Affairs. He was only 
— of the impropriety of hasty action. The 

1arge was rather against the House. Where was 
the necessity for acting upon the bill at this mo- 
ment? Why not let it be printed? He did not 
believe there were fifteen members of the House 
who understood the provisions of the bill. Time 
should be given for their consideration. The bill 
involved great questions; he thought it involved 
a high constitutional question. He did not wish 
to embarrass the passage of this or any other 
measure that might be deemed essential. ‘All that 
he wished was, to proceed slowly, correctly, and 
safely, but at the same time as expeditiously as 
vossible. 

Mr. CHAPMAN, of Alabama, said it was time 
for them to act. This bill only proposed a practi- 
cal mode of doing that which they had intended 
should be done by the bill they had previously 
passed. He, therefore, hoped the House would 
act without delay on the subject, and that the mo- 
tion he was about to make would prevail. He 
moved the previous question. 

Mr. YANCEY appealed to Mr. C. to withdraw, 
to enable him to offer an amendment. 

Mr. CHAPMAN declining, the question was 
taken by tellers, at the demand of Mr. Hogs, and 
the House refused to second the previous question 
—ayes 70, noes 74. 

Mr. YANCEY said he was in favor of the refer- 
ence of this bill to the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs, with instructions. He therefore moved the 
following resolution: 

Resolved, That the bill be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs, with instructions that 
said committee report an amendment thereto, pro- 
viding for the election of major and brigadier gen- 
erals, by the commissioned officers of each division 
and brigade of volunteers which may be organized 
by provision of the bill; and that said officers, so 
elected, be com@hissioned by the President of the 
United States. 

Some conversation ensued between Mr. GEN- 
TRY and Mr. YANCEY, as to the precise form 
of amendment. 

Mr. Y. was of the opinion that the volunteer 
force, being a peculiar force, and volunteering on 
the supposition that they would be allowed to 
choose their own officers, that privilege should be 
extended to them as far as general officers are con- 
cerned. They know these men, and have confi- 
dence in them, and unless volunteers have full 
confidence in the officers to command them, they 
are not the proper species of troops. 

Mr. BURT said he had bestowed some care and 


c 


_examination upon this bill, and upon the necessi- 


ties which a volunteer force suggests in the organ- 
ization of the army. He thought this House, if 
it would take the trouble to understand the charac- 


| ter of these troops, and the character of the offi- 


| cers of the militia of the States, would 


erceive 
that it was absolutely indispensable that the Pres- 


| ident of the United States, with the advice and 


" e | consent of the Senate, should commission the gen- 
ment of the bill to the Committee on Military Af- || 


eral officers of the volunteers. 

In relation to the amendment of his friend from 
Alabama, [Mr. Yancey,]} he had only to ay that 
it was utterly impracticable, as every one who un- 
derstood the organization of the army must see. 
In the event that the volunteers choose their offi- 
cers, and those officers are commissioned by the 
Executives of the States, he had only to submit to 
this House that, under the act of Congress of: the 
13th of May last, the militia, whether officers or 
privates, can be called into the service of the Uni- 
ted States for but six months. The Governor of 
a State issuing a commission to an officer, be he 


| colonel or general officer, can commission him in 


the service of the United States for but six months. 


_ He apprehended that none of his friends who were 
disposed to insist so strenuously on the rights of 


the States would be disposed to controvert that 
proposition. He is a militia officer—an officer of 
the militia of the States; and under the act of Con- 
gress the President of the United States cannot 
call either the privates of the States or their officers 
into the service of the United States for a longer 

priod than six months. These volunteers have 
mane engaged in the service of the United States 
for twelve months; and it is proposed by the 
amendment of his friend from Alabama, that we 
should place in command of these troops who are 
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thus engaged for twelve months, officers who hold 
their commissions for but six months. It cannot 
be otherwise; it must be so. If the general officers 
were sent to command these volunteers according 
to the principles of this amendment, and a vacancy 
in the office of brigadier or major general were to 
occur, he asked his friend from Alabama, how that 
vacancy was to be filled? How, in the field or in 
the service, when your State brigades or divisions 
are sent off in detachments, or regiments, or com- 
panies—how was it possible that the vacancies 
thus occurring shall be filled? The creat diversity 
in the laws of the several States respecting the 
militia—respecting the mode of appointing officers 
of milbtia, makes some uniform rule necessary. 
For instance, in some of the States the general of- 
ficers of the militia—major and brigadier generals— 
are appointed for four years; in other States there 
is no organization of the militia at all. 

The expediency of the appointment by the 
President of the United States being thus apparent, 
Mr. B. proceeded to submit to the House some 
views on the constitutional power of the President 
to appoint officers for volunteers. He undertook, 
from a careful examination of the acts of Coneress 
from 1791 to the present time, to say, that the vol- 
unteers of the States have never been revarded as 
the militia of the States; whilst, under some of 
these acts, they have not been regarded as enlisted 
men inthe service of the United States, he said 
the volunteers accepted by the President of the 
United States, under an act of Congress, have 
never been regarded as the militia of the States. 
This is the point, as he understood it, of difficulty 
with gentlemen on this floor. Now it was in- 
structive in questions of this kind to advert to the 
legislation of Congress on this subject in times past, 

Mr. STEPHENS interposed, and inquired how 
it was that the President does not appoint colonels 
in the regiments of volunteers, unless it be that 
they are considered as State troops? If they were 
regular troops, the President would necessarily 
appoint them. ; 

Mr. BURT (resuming) remarked that he had 
already said that volunteers had not by previous 
acts of Congress been regarded as militia. But in 
reply to the inquiry of the honorable gentleman 
from Georgia, he would say that Congress pre- 
scribes the number of troops and the organization 
of them; and the colonels by the acts of Congress 
are permitted to be elected by the volunteers, as a 
concession to the prejudice which these troops are 
known to entertain against being commanded by 
officers of the United States. It is a very great 
concession to these prejudices of the volunteers, 
which has suggested the provisions of the bill on 
your table: it is that these volunteers shall not be 
placed under the command of officers of the army 
of the United States, because it is known they are | 
repugnant to being commanded by these officers. 
They are taken from the great body of the people; 
they will be selected no doubt by the President, if 
this authority be conferred upon him, upon every 
principle on which gentlemen endeavor to restrict 
the choice and the appointment of the President. 
But he held in his hand, prepared with care, a 
brief synopsis of the acts of Congress on the sub- | 
ject of volunteers. 

by the law of 3d March, 1791, the President 
was authorized ** to employ troops enlisted under 
the denomination of levies, in addition to, or in 
place of, the militia, for six months, (to be sooner 
discharged if the public service will permit.) 

The President was authorized further to orzan- 
ize such levies, and alone to appoint the commis- 
sioned officers thereof. 

By the law of 9th May, 1794, the President was 
authorized to require of the Executives of the 
several States a body of 80,000 militia. By this 
act the President was empowered to authorize the 
Executives of the several States to accept any in- 
dependent corps of cavairy, artillery, or infantry, as 
part of the detachment aforesaid, provided they shall 
voluntarily engage as corps in the service. 

By the law of 29th of November, 1794, the Pres- 
ident was authorized to call forth of the militia 
2,500, to be stationed in Pennsylvania. He was 
also authorized, in case he deemed it expedient, 
“to direct voluntary enlistments of any of the 
militia of the United States, in lieu of the force 
authorized, for a term not exceeding thirty days 
after the sitting of the next Congress. ”’ 

No provision as to officers, but the President | 

clearly had power to appoint. \ 


sy the law of the 28th of May, 1798, (3d vol. 
laws, 51,) the President was authorized to cause 


to be enlisted and called into actual service, in case | 


of war or invasion, 10,000 troops for three years; 


and in addition to them, to accept any company | 


or companies of volunteers, ** whose commissioned 
officers the President is hereby authorized to ap- 
point,” 

By the law of the 22d of June, 1798, volunteers 
under the act of the 2d of May were exempt from 
militia duty until their discharge, and were to be 
drilled. 


Further provisions for appointment of officers by 


the President; company officers to be commission- 
ed by the President. 

By the law of the 2d of March, 1799, (3d vol. 
laws, 262,) the President was authorized to accept 
75,000 volunteers, of which the officers were to be 
appointed by the President. 

sy the law of the 3d of March, 1803, (3d vol. 
laws, 556,) the President was authorized to require 
of the Executives of the States “ to organize, arm, 
and equip, according to law,’’ a detachment of 


militia, not exceeding 80,000, officers included. | 


The President was also authorized to empower the 
Executives of the several States to accept, as part 
of the detachments aforesaid, any corps of volun- 
teers who shall engage to continue in service for 
such time, not exceeding twelve months, and per- 
form such services, as shall be prescribed by law. 
That the detachments of militia and volunteer corps 
shall be officered by the States. 

By the law of the 18th of April, 1806, the Pres- 
ident was authorized to require the Executives of 
the States to organize, arm, and equip, according 
to law, 100,000 militia, officers included; and that 
he may authorize the said Executive to accept, as 
a part of the said detachment, any corps of volun- 
teers who shall engage to continue in service six 
months. 

The said detachment of militia and volunteers to 
be officered by the authorities of the States. 

3y the law of the 30th of March, 1808, (4th vol. 
laws, 158,) the provisions of the last law were re- 
enacted. 

By the law of the 6th of July, 1812, (4th vol. 
laws, 374,) the President was authorized to accept 
the services of 50,000 volunteers, to be appointed 


according to the laws of the States: vacancies oc- | 
g 


curring to be so filled. 
Mr. Madison’s message—30th of June, 1812— 
recommends that the officers of the volunteer forces 


be commissioned by the authority of the United 


States. 

By the law of 6th July, 1812, (4th vol. laws, 
480;) the President was authorized to appoint the 
ceneral, field, and staff officers of the volunteers 
that have offered, or shall hereafter offer, their ser- 
vices to the United States, under the law of Jul 
6, 1812, with the advice and consent of the Sen- 
ate. 

Volunteers were required to sign an enrolment 


binding themselves to service conformably to that || 


act. 


authorized by the act of 6th February, 1812, and 
that of 6th July, 1812, as the public service re- 
quires, if they engage to serve for five years or 
during the war, unless sooner discharged. 


And thus the officers of such corps shall rank, | 
according to grade and the dates of their commis- | 


sions, with other officers of the army. 

By the law of 30th March, 1814, the officers of 
the volunteer corps last mentioned were entitled to 
promotion in the regular army, and all necessary 
appointments and vacancies in said corps, to be 
made and filled by the President and Senate. The 
law of 27th January, 1815, authorized the Presi- 
dent to receive into the service of the United States 
troops not exceeding 40,000, which shall have been 
employed in the States when raised, and raised for 
twelve months, to be officered by the States, and 
the adjoining States; also, authorized to receive 


| 40,000 volunteers, to be officered by authority of 


the United States, (4th section.) And that the 
whole number of State troops and volunteers shall 


| not exceed 80,000 men. 


The foregoing, until we come to the act of 1836, 


_ is the whole of the legislation of Congress on the 
| subject of volunteers. 


lt appeared, then, that the States regard volun- 
teers as not militia; that the Government of the 


|  S0en June 26, 


r “ 
The law of 24th July, 1814, (4th vol., 647,) au- 

thorizes the President to receive into the service of || 
the United States such proportion of volunteers | 





|| United States—that Congress in all its legislatiny 
/on the subject, have regarded them not ae 
militia of the States, but as troops enlisted in the 
service of the United States. Whenever the Fx 
ecutives of the States were authorized to receiv, 
volunteers instead of militia, they appointed the 
officers. They were then State volunteers. By 
in every solitary instance, as he had shown, exes . 
the act of 6th February, 1812, volunteers who . = 
engaged in the service of the United States ion 
officered by the authority of the Governmen; o¢ 
the United States; and that act of 1812, as he haq 
before shown, on the recommendation of \, 
Madison, was immediately changed. : 

Mr. B. should not undertake to define whet) 
the volunteers are militia men, or whether th 
are regular troops of the United States; but }, 
thought it was apparent that the legislation of 4), 
United States has considered them not the milit;, 
of the States, for he had shown that when so »). 

gaged they have been by acts of Congress exen,, 
from the performance of militia duty; and the ay. 
thority of the militra laws over them has been ep. 
tirely withdrawn. He did not perceive that there 
was any just ground of constitutional difficulty 
here. If it was a mere doubtful question, }; 
thought this concurrence of the action of our ow) 
Congress ought to be entitled to grave considers. 
tion. When, then, they considered that the ef}. 
ciency of these troops was so dependent upon the 
mode of officering; when they remembered there 
has been an unbroken series of legislation in fayoy 
of this bill, he trusted this House was not abou: 
to adopt another principle, and refuse to authorize 
the President to officer the volunteer troops called 
into the service of the United States. 

Mr. THOMASSON said what had fallen from 
the gentleman from South Carolina had satisfied 
him of the impropriety of hasty action upon this 
question. He was not now prepared to say even 
what his opinions were upon this matter. Bur 
this much he could say: he was unwilling to vest 

| in the President of the United States the power to 
take from the citizens of any other State a genera} 
officer, and put him in command of the militia of 
his (Mr. T.’s) State. He did not care whether 
you called them volunteers, or what name you gayi 
them. He objected to the citizens of one State 
being officered by officers from another State, with 
whom they have no acquaintance, and in whom 
they have no confidence. As to the precedents 
referred to by the gentleman from South Carolina, 
if there had heen this looseness in legislation, he 
thought it high time for them now to make some 
proper regulations. His colleague [Mr. Boyn| 
said the laws of Kentucky do not provide how the 
militia of Kentucky shall be officered. He did 
| not remember the precise regulations for the mili- 
tia there, if there were any, for really they had 
become a lauchingstock for the last ten or fifteen 
years, sincé the war fever had gone off; but he 
| would do this, if he could do no more: he would 
vest the authority in, or leave the authority with, 
those States which have legislated on the subject; 
and if there were some which have not legislated, 
and provided for such a case, he would say to the 
Executives of the States that they must exercise 
that authority; he would not. 
| He adverted to the advantages the State author- 
ities have over the Federal, in the selection of these 
officers, specifying especially the greater certainty 
that they would choose officers of better general 
qualifications, and enjoying in a greater degree the 
| confidence of the troops. 
| But another and more serious reason was, that 
he did not want to see any more power in the 
hands of one man in this Government than 1s now 
' in the hands of the President. He understood, it 
‘the field officers came in under the laws of the 
several States, they are still responsible to all the 
rules and regulations of the army; they are under 
_ the control of superior officers, commissioned by 
| the President of the United States with the advice 
| and consent of the Senate. What injury, then, 
| could follow? If the line had never been drawn 
| heretofore, let them fix it now, and make the regu 
‘lation, that whenever any other force than the 
| regular army of the United States shall be brought 
| into service, they shall be officered by the States. 
| Some definite rule of action should be fixed. He 


‘ 


er 


was for taking the stand; let the Military Comm't- 
tee of the House, if necessary, draft a bill, and let 
them pass it, giving to the States the appointment 
of the officers for their own forces. 
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The Governor of Kentucky had refused his 
commission to any general officers, it was said, 
hecause he was of the opinion that there was no 
jaw authorizing it. But no difficulty could possibly 
arise under this state of things. A lieutenant, a | 
commissioned officer of any grade, could take all 
these troops now at Camp W ashington, Camp 
Owsley, or any other camp, and bring them to the 
geld, where they would be placed under officers of 
the General Government. 

He wanted to ask the gentleman from South 
Carolina (Mr. Brack] where are the colonels || 
or lieutenant colonels belonging to our regular || Mr. HARALSON said, when he made a few re- 
army? Had we an army, and that army perhaps || marks upon this subject, a short time sinee, he 
now numbering five-sixths of the whole forces of || moved the previous question at the suggestion of 
the United States, and but one colonel, as was said, || friends around him, but contrary to his own ineli- 
and five or six lieutenant colonels? If, on the other || nation. ( 
hand, we had these officers, there was no necessity || supposed was the wish of the House. 
for urging the appointment of these officers under 
this bill; let the officers we have take the com- 
mand. : 

He should oppose this bill. He thought it was 
time for us now to draw a line between those in the 
regular army of the United States, and those which 
he called the militia of the United States, whether | 
drafted militia or volunteers, 

Mr. BOYD said, if it be conceded, as he thought ‘|| 
it ought to be, that they had the power to pass the 
hill under consideration under the general author- 
ity given to Congress to raise and support armies, | 
sustained as they were My the various precedents | the House, after providing for the organization of 
cited by the gentleman from South Carolina, he || the volunteer force called into the service of the 
thought it would appear clear to every gentleman || country into brigades and divisions, directed the 
on this floor that they ought to pass it, and to pass || President, ** by and with the advice and consent of 
it now; and that the complaint which gentlemen || the Senate, to appoint the generals of brigade and 
make on all sides, that they should not act hastily || division, and the general staff as now authorized 
was not well taken. by law.”’ 

As was remarked by the gentleman from Georgia, || ion was stricken out in the Senate, and gave rise 
{Mr. Haratson,] the chairman of the Committee || to the necessity for the supplemental bill, which 
on Military Affairs, Mr. B. would again say, in || was approved on the 18th of this month, and which 


justice to the Committee on Military Affairs of this || originated in the Senate, as was intended, to com- 
House, and in justice to the action of this House 


upon the subject of raising an army against Mex- 
ico, that if the bill reported by that committee, and || 
sent to the Senate, had been passed by that body, | 
that gentlemen would not have had it in their power | 
to rise and inquire why it was that they had so 
many supplemental bills. A gentleman interposed | 
in the Senate—one of the gentleman’s friends—a | 
particular leading friend [Mr. Crirrenven] of those | 
who oppose this bill—and on his motion this pro- 
vision was stricken out of the bill originally re- 
ported from the Committee on Military Affairs of | 
this House, and passed by this House. Thus the 
opposition commenced; and it has been continued 
by gentlemen who agree with that gentleman in 
opinion, both there and in this body. 

Now, what was the state of facts in reference to 
this bill? Twenty-four regiments are filled, or 
about being mustered; of these regiments there 
were eight brigades, there being three regiments to 
a brigade. And we have no general officers. Who 
can appoint them? Could the Governors of the 
States? Where was the law? Why would not 
the officers of the States act, and make the appoint- 
ments? Because there was no law, State or na- | 
tonal, that authorized the Governors to make these | 
appointments. Could the President make them ? 
No; they were now asking the power forthe Pres- 
identto appoint them, According to the true con- 
struction of any and all the laws on the subject, he 
cannot do more than select those now in commis- | 
sion in the several States, to take command of the | 
brigades mustered into the field. 

And what did his colleague (Mr. THomasson] 
Say in regard to the competency of these officers 
‘otake command? He tells you that the militia | 





provide officers for these brigades, or to disband 
them. ° 
He preferred the proposition of the gentleman 
from Alabama to all others, but for the exigency 
that is upon us. Could they sit here three or four 
| months, and wait for the election of these officers 
| before we can avail ourselves of these troops which 
| are now mustered into service? He onal in God, 
before this could be done, our war with Mexico 
| will be closed. Let us prosecute it to a speedy 












































































one. 


As that 


|| action upon it. 
| 


committee, for the original bill which they had re- 


eration. 


The 6th section of that original bill, re- 


in executing, if even it should not be found totally 
| impracticable—especially the 2d section of it. 
The difficulty resting upon the minds of many 
gentlemen is in drawing a proper distinction be- 
tween the militia and a volunteer force. The 
clauses of the Constitution under which these dif- 
ferent descriptions of military force are called into 
the service, are very different. That under which 
the volunteer force called into the service under the 
act of the 13th May, providing for the prosecution 
of the existing war with Mexico, and under which 


merated powers of Congress. It is ‘* to raise and 


to some other mode of raising them, such as has 
been adopted in this instance. This distinction 
will be the more apparent by reference to the very 
next clause but one in the Constitution, which 
refers to the militia distinctly, and gives to Con- 
gress the power ‘to provide for calling forth the 
militia to execute the Jaws of the Union, suppress 
insurrections, and to repel invasions.”? The dis- 
tinction was clearly illustrated by the gentleman 
from South Carolina, [Mr. Burt,] and has been 
acted upon from the earliest days of the Republic 
to the present time. The whole history of the 
legislation of this Government from the very first 
has shown a decided distinction between a volun- 
teer and the militia force of the country. Another 
clause of the Constitution relating to the militia, 
and which has tended no little to confuse this sub- 
ject, is the very next to that to which I have last 
adverted. It declares that Congress shall have 
power ‘to provide for organizing, arming, and 
‘disciplining the militia, and for governing such 
‘ parts of them as may be employed in the service 
‘of the United States, reserving to the States re- 
| * spectively the appointment of the officers, and 


| 
| 
system in our State (Kentucky) has been a mere 
laughing-stock for the whole community. And 


these are the office 


a rs his colleague would have | 


aced over the Kentucky volunteers, now mus- 


tered into service to go to actual war against Mex- || ‘the authority of training the militia, according to 

et | *the discipline prescribed by Congress.” This 

‘ bdr ae asked in this bill was, to give officers || has been construed into a reservation of the power 
eir bri 


gades. The necessity is pressing. He 
trusted we should have no more about haste; 
either give us these officers and let these brigades 


on the part of the States to appoint officers to the 
volunteer force which the General Government 
may ask of them to supply in any emergency, and 





” fully officered into the field at once, or disband || a consequent prohibition to the General Govern- 
we Away with these complaints about haste. || ment to exercise that power. The error consists 
hat did gentlemen want? To deliberate? To | in not drawing a proper distinction between vol- 


deliberate ong? ‘To send to the various commit- | 
we and delay action where the necessity for action 
A So pressing? The whole thing was in a nut- 
Shell; and he repeated, it was their duty at once to 


unteers and militia; and if that is done, the diffi- 
culty is at an end. The militia are called for by 
requisition on the States; volunteers are only in- 
vited, generally through the Executives of the 












| 
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| termination, as well as an honorable and just | 


It was done barely to conform to what he | 


motion was not sustained, he would avail himself | 
of the opportunity of presenting a few views upon | 
the merits of the bill, and the necessity of speedy 
There was no necessity for a ref- | 
erence of it to the Committee on Military Affairs. | 
Its principles had been well considered by that | 


| ported to the House, and received its sanction, | 
contained in substance the same provision now | 


sought to be carried out by the bill under consid. | 


ported from the Committee on Military Affairs of | 


After it passed the House, this provis- | 


lete the organization of the brigades and divisions, | 
nut which, it seems, there will be great difficulty | 


that act was framed, will be found among the enuv- | 


support armies’’—not relating to the militia, but | 
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States; and if they should not respond favorably to 

| the invitation, you have no power, under laws 
| passed authorizing volunteer service only, to re- 
sort to drafts, which may be done under requisi- 
‘tions for militia. Under an act authorizing the 
President to accept the services of volunteers only, 
you cannot resort to drafts. The power to raise 
a volunteer force is not found in the clause which 
“provides for calling forth the militia to execute 
the laws of the Union,” &c., but in that which 
gives Congress the power * to raise and support 
armies.’’ It is, however, due to the patriotism of 
our people to state that frequently, although it is 
not always the case, requisitions upon the States 
for militia are supplied by volunteer service, with- 

| out the alternative of a resort to draft; and in such 
cases they might, and I have no doubt would, be 
considered volunteer militia; and the States from 
which they might be raised would have the right 
to appoint the officers under the reservation to 
them in the Constitution. But when the original 
invitation is only for volunteers, under an act 
which authorizes volunteer service only, and 
where there is no requisition for militia, nor au- 
thority to resort to drafts, nor the interposition of 

State authority, required to enforce a compliance 
| with such invitation, | think it cannot be consid- 
ered any violation of the Constitution for general 
officers to receive their appointments from the 
General Government; and this course is sustained 
by the universal practice of the Government. 

“The second section of the a bill, ap- 
proved the 18th instant—indeed, the entire bill, as 
introduced into the Senate—was intended, as I am 
informed, to supply the deficiencies in the act of 
|| the 13th May, created by striking out a part of the 
sixth section of the bill as it passed the House. It 
was therefore made to conform to the views of 
those gentlemen in the Senate who differed with 
the views of the House in regard to that section. 
That section has been found wholly impracticable, 
so far as some of the States are concerned. It 
would not be found impracticable in my own State; 
for, although we cannot boast of our militia organ- 
| ization, it seems we are in afar better condition in 
| that respect than some of the other States. In 
some, I understand there is scarcely the vestige of 
a militia organization left. In some, the general 
officers hold their commissions only for a few 
years, when they go out, and others are elected to 
supply their places. Itis impossible that the Pres- 
ident can know, in such cases, whose commission 
| will last during the twelve months, for which time 
|| the volunteers are called into the service. Again: 
| under the laws in force before the act of the 13th 
|| May, the militia could not be called out for a 
longer period than three months, and by that act 
for no longer period than six months. Suppose 
the President undertakes to execute the second 
section of the supplemental bill, and should call out 
commissioned State militia officers, and send them 
into the service: you can, by the law as it now 
stands, compel him to serve only six months; and 
if he should choose to do so from any cause, how- 
ever important his services might be at such a 
time, at the expiration of the six months he could 

uit the service, or place the army in a worse con- 
dition by insubordination, and there would be no 
power in your courts-martial to hold him to 
account for it, for you cannot detain him in the 
service longer than six months. This is scarcely 
a supposable case—one not likely to occur—pa- 
triotism would forbid it; but it is important to the 
service to have such officers as may be compelled, 
both by patriotism and by military law, to the dis- 
charge of every duty. 

Mr. STEPHENS inquired if there would be 
any objection to their electing their own officers 
for twelve months. 

Mr. HARALSON replied that this, however 
desirable it might be in the present state of things, 
was totally impracticable. That was the provision, 
as he understood it, of the amendment of his friend 
from Alabama, [Mr. Yancey.] Suppose that, as 
proposed, a law is passed now, authorizing the offi- 
cers or volunteers themselves, when they arrive at 
the camp of General Taylor, to meet together and 
appoint, or elect their own generals of brigade and 
division: throwing out of the calculation the time 
| occupied in the assembling of the troops at that 

point, it would require at least six weeks in com- 
\ 


municating between this place and General hd 
\\ with their commissions in their possession. First, 


lor’s camp, before those officers would be ready 








— 


: = 
the law nrust be sent to them—all the troops might || 


not be at headquarters; indeed, they most likely 
would not be; but if they were there—the election 
held—the result returned to the seat of govern- 
ment, and their commissions forwarded to the offi- 
cers—during all which time you cannot proceed in 
the execution of the purposes of the campaign for 
the want of officere——full six weeks would elapse 
before the war could be vigorously and efficiently 
prosecuted—a time in which some friend had ex- 
preased his belief that the war would be ended, 
Mr. H. hoped so, although he was not of that 
opinion. [have shown, I think, that it is imprac- 
ticable. If there is to be a speedy effort on the Rio 
Cirande—if it is intended to prosecute this war with 
energy—however desirable, it would produce too 
much delay. 

Mr. HOUSTON, of Alabama, interposed, (Mr. 
Hi. yielding,) and adverted to the fact that one 
brigade consisted of a regiment from Alabama, 
one from Georgia, and one from Mississippi. Sup- 
pose, then, under the principles advocated by gen- 
tlemen, that these three regiments, constituting 
one brigade, were to meet and elect a brigadier 
general from thé brigade, what State would com- 
mission him? 

Mr. HARALSON was about to meet this ques- 
tion, in reply to the gentleman from Kentucky, 


| 


| 
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armies, does not prescribe the mode in which it 
should be done; and we can by law authorize the 


| States themselves to organize, as far as they have 
'done, and adopt that organization, which we do | 


| under this law. 


In reply to a word of further inquiry by Mr. | 
Sreruens, Mr. H. said, certainly, by the Consti- | 


tution, you can call for volunteers or militia—mili- 
tia for the specified purposes of suppressing 1n- 


surrections or repelling invasions, and volunteers | 


may be called for under the power of Congress to 


| raise and organize armies; and they may be re- 
' ceived by regiments, under the act of 13th of last 


! month. 


Six or seven weeks have already elapsed 
since the 13th of May, when this act was passed; 
and the gentleman from Alabama, by his amend- 
ment, would actually work a delay of some six 
weeks more before the brigades and divisions 


could be organized, and would be enabled to com- 
' 


{[Mr. Tuomasson,] who objected to this bill be- | 


cause, under it, officers from other States might be 

laced over the volunteers from Kentucky. Mr. 

I. was glad to know, so far as his section of the 
country was concerned, (and he hoped that the 
like feelings pervaded the country generally,) that 
when we had acommon cause in which all were 
equally interested, and it was impracticable to con- 
form to the peculiar views and feelings of the 
States, there was a patriotism which would prompt 
men to the service, although not officered totally | 
by the States from which they came. He concur- 
red in the suggestion made by his friend from Al- 
abama, [Mr. Hovsron,] to the counter plan to the 
bill; where a brigade was composed of one regi- 
ment from three States respectively, it would be 
entirely impracticable to officer it under State au- 
thority. But the whole difficulty was removed by 
following the precedents of Government from time 
immemorial. Consider them as volunteers, called 
together under the power of Congress to raise and 
support armies, ona give them general officers ap- 
pointed by the President with the advice and con- | 
sent of the Senate, to go and take charge of the 
volunteers of Alabama, Georgia, and Mississippi. | 
Officer them under the authority of this Govern- 
ment, as they are Government troops and not | 
militia. The whole difficulty is thus removed. 
The original bill was passed by this House in this 
shape. ‘There was no objection to it then; and all 
the difficulty arose from the fact that the Senate 
struck it out, which gave rise to the necessity for 
a supplemental bill, which has been found impos- 
sible to be carried out. 

Mr. COCKE inquired if the present bill did not 
contemplate a change in the rule as to the number 
of regiments that shall constitute a brigade? And 
if so, what was the reason therefor? 

Mr. HARALSON replied, that the practice had 
heen heretofore for two regiments to constitute a 
brigade. ‘There had not been a law distinctly de- 
claring it. It was now proposed that three regi- 
ments should constitute a brigade. He could give 
a reason for the provision which might or might 
not have operated on the Secretary of War or the 
President, in making this order. One good rea- 
son was, that, by this arrangement, there would 
be a less number of general officers required; and 
there had been a great unwillingness manifested on 
the part of Congress to increase the number of gen- 
eral officers. 

Mr. COCKE interposed, and desired to modify 
his amendment by striking out three regiments and 
inserting two regiments, so that two regiments 
shall constituie a brigade, in conformity (he said) 
with the practice of the Government heretofore. 

Mr. HARALSON, declining to yield the floor 
for this Parpoesy proceeded to say, that the act of 
the 13th of May provided that the volunteers shall 
be received by the President in companies, battal- 
1ons, and regiments. ‘The question was asked by 
his colleague from Georgia, if they are to be con- 
sidered regulars, why should not the Government | 
appoint all the officers under the command of col- | 
onels, including the colonels also? In reply, Mr, | 
EH. suid the Constitution, authorizing the raising of ! 


- 


mence effective operations against Mexico. 
H. did not object to the principles of that amend- 
ment, but to its practicability, without producing 
adelay which would be entirely incompatible with 


| the wants of the country at present. There would 


have been no delay; our officers would already 
have been in the field, and the organization com- 


plete, if the bill had passed the Senate as it origi- | 


nally went from the House of Representatives. 


The honorable gentleman from South Carolina | 
| (Mr. Burr] had quoted many precedents; but there- | 


was one so much to the point, that Mr. H. hoped 
to be excused in making a further reference to it. 
It was the act of July 6, 1812, authorizing a vol- 
unteer force; and it bore so directly on the present 
question, that he begged leave to read it, to show 


that it was not thought by those of that day that | 


‘it was a violation of the Constitution for the Pres- 


ident, by and with the advice and consent of the 
Senate, to appoint these officers. The act provides 
as follows: 


“Sec. 2. That the President be, and he is hereby, autho- | 


rized to form the corps of volunteers into battalions, squad- 
rons, regiments, brigades, and divisions, and to appoint 


thereto, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, | 
veneral, field, and staff officers, conformably with the mili- | 


tary establishment of the United States, and who shall be 


entitled to the same pay and emoluments as officers of a | 


similar grade and corps in the army of the United States.”’ 


We heard nothing of the violation of the Consti- | 


‘tution (said Mr. H.) when this act was passed. It 
| passed in accordance with the recommendation of 


| before him, he should himself have asked it to be | 
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the President, and for the same kind of necessity 
which now presses upon the country. 


Mr. ATKINSON interposed, and requested Mr. || 
H. to allow to be read the message of Mr. Madi- | 


son to the Congress of the United States; which 
was the occasion of the passage of this law. 

Mr. HARALSON replied that he would very 
cheerfully yield for its reading, and had he had it 


read. 
[The message was read by the Clerk.] 
“To the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States: 
‘* With a view the better to adapt to the public service the 
volunteer force contemplated by the act passed on the sixth 


day of February, I recommend to the consideration of Con- || 
gress the expediency of making the requisite provision for | 


the officers thereof being commissioned hy the authority of the 
United States. 

‘‘ Considering the distribution of the military forces of the 
United States required by the circumstances of our country, 
I recommend also to the consideration of Congress the ex- 


pediency of providing for the appointment of an additional | 
number of general officers, and of deputies in the adjutant’s, | 


quartermaster’s, inspector’s, and paymaster’s departments of 
the army, and for the employment, in cases of emergency, 
of additional engineers. JAMES MADISON. 

“June 30, 1819."’ 

Mr. HARALSON (resuming) referred to other 
difficulties in carrying out the second section of the 
supplemental bill. In the first place, it was not 
known how long the commissions of the State offi- 
cers would continue—how long they had been in 
existence. The President could not commission 
them under that supplemental bill. They would 


go out with different dates of commissions, and as | 


they expired, infinite confusion in regard to the 


relative rank of the officers from the several States | 


would grow up, to the detriment, and perhaps 
even to the destroying the efficiency of the army. 
Although he should be willing to trust many of 


| the militia officers, yet he was desirous that the 


| Government should have all the means necessary | 
to an efficient prosecution of the war; and then, if 
they do not do it in a manner becomi 
est and honor of the country, we woul 
to a strict accountability. Bu 


the inter- 
hold them 
t it was indispensable 
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Mr. | 
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| to accomplish this, that all necessary means ana 
‘| facilities should be placed at their command. {), 
trusted action would be had by the House on 
subject, without further delay. 
|| | Mr. McCLERNAND said that he ap 
that the bill had been sufficiently aeoaat to enable 
the House to arrive at a proper understanding of 
|| its merits. It appeared to be drafted in exact con. 
_ formity with the law of 1812, for asimilar Purpose 
That law had resulted from the suggestions of ex. 
_ perience; this has also. So far as the Constitution 
may be involved, we have the sanction of ay ay 
proving precedent. The President is charged y ith 
| the prosecution of the war, and we should place in 
his possession the means of prosecuting it vigor. 
ously and mnocneetnliys and he would be responsi- 
ble for the event. he exigency of the occasion 
requires action rather than words. Mr. McC. there. 
fore moved the previous question. 
The question being taken, the vote stood— 
| 88, noes 53. 
So there was a second. 
And the main question was ordered to be noy 
| taken. 

Which main question was first on the amend. 
ment of Mr. Cocks, and then on ordering the }))\j 
to a third reading. 

Mr. COCKE asked the yeas and nays thereon, 

| whieh were ordered, and, being taken, resulted ay 
follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Abbott, Arnold, Ashmun, Barringer, Be|}, 
Blanchard, John H. Campbell, Carroll, Cocke, Cranston, 
Crozier, Culver, Darragh, Dixon, Dockery, Edwin H. Ewing. 
Faran, Garvin, Gentry, Graham, Grider, Grinnell, Hampton, 
Harper, Henley, Hilliard, John W. Houston, Samuel p, 
Hubbard, Hudson, Washington Hunt, Andrew Jolson, 

| George W. Jones, Kennedy, Leib, Long, Jos. J. McDowell, 
| MeGaughey, McHenry, Mclivaine, Miller, Moseley, Pollock 
Ramsey, Julius Rockwell, John A. Rockwell, Root, Runk 
Schenck, Simpson, Truman Smith, Albert Smith, Caleb 8 
Smith, Stephens, Strohm, Thomasson, Tilden, Toombs, 
Traumbo, White, Woodruff, and Young—6I. 
|| NAYS—Messrs. John Q. Adams, Anderson, Atkinson, 
Bedinger, Biggs, J. Black, James A. Black, Bowlin, Boyd, 
| Brinkerhoff, Brockenbrough, Brodhead, William G. Brown, 
| Burt, Catheart, Reuben Chapman, Chase, Chipman, Cob), 
Collin, Cullom, Daniel, De Mott, Dillingham, Dobbin, 
| Douglass, Dunlap, Edsall, Ellsworth, Erdman, Giles, Good 
year, Gordon, Grover, Hamlin, Harafson, Isaac BE. Holmes, 
Hopkins, Hough, George 8. Houston, Edmund W. Hubard, 
Hungerford, James B. Hunt, Charles J. Ingersoll, Jenkins, 
| James H. Johnson, Joseph Johnson, Seaborn Jones, Kaut- 
man, Preston King, Lawrence, Ligon, Lumpkin, Maclay, 
McClean, McClelland, MeClernand, MeConnell, MeCrate, 
Jobn P. Martin, Barkley Martin, Morse, Moulton, Norris, 
Owen, Parrish, Rathbun, Reid, Ritter, Roberts, Sawtelle, 
Sawyer, Scammon, Seddon, Alexander D. Sims, Robert 
Smith, Stanton, Starkweather, St. John, Strong, James 
| Thompson, Jacob Thompson, Tibbatts, Tredway, Wheaton, 
Williams, Yancey, and Yost—88. 
|| So the amendment was rejected. 
‘| ‘Thebill was then ordered to a third reading now, 
and having been read a third time, was passed. 


THE TARIFF. 


On motion of Mr. McKAY, the House resolved 
| itself into Committee of the Whole on the state of 
|| the Union, (Mr. Cons, of Georgia, in the chair,) 
\| and resumed the consideration of the bill to reduce 
the duties on imports, and for other purposes. 

Mr. CHASE was entitled to the floor, and ad- 
dressed the committee during the hour. 

He took ground against the protective policy, 
and went into a statistical illustration to show ils 
effect upon agriculture. He reviewed the argu- 
ments of those who favor the protective policy ad- 
vanced atdifferent time. [This speech will appear 
in the Appendix.] 

Mr. GORDON followed. He did not know (he 
said) that he should have taken the floor at this 
time precisely, but for the closing remarks of the 
|| gentleman from Tennessee, [Mr. Cuase.] s 
|| I (continued Mr. G.) voted for the tariff of 1842, 
| with its objections, without the crossing of ator 
'| the dotting of an i. I did so as a choice of evils— 
‘| between the state of things as it then existed, and 
in all probability would have continued to exist 
under the last reduction of the Compromise act, 
and the tariff bill of 1842. I professed to be then 
| as 1am now, a revenue tariff man. Still I voted 
for the act of 1842 from necessity—a necessity 
| which amounted almost to compulsion. I cannot 
|| laud that compromise as many gentlemen on 
'| this floor are wont to do. I cannot speak in its 
praise as others have done. I believe it was 
the mother of the act of 1842, or rather, It 
'| was the father and the mother of that which 's 
‘| called. the bill of abominations. The Compro- 
mise act contained in itself and recognised the 
principle of protection. Under the last reduction, 


the 


orehended 


ayes 


| 
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t neither protected manufactures nor furnished 
cae to the Government. It was the most 
bungling arrangement of the tariff that was ever 
inflicted on the et: That is My Opinion. 
The revenue produced by the Compromise act at 
the time the tariff of 1842 went into operation was 
not more than half sufficient to defray the ordinary 
expenses of the Government. We were in debt— 
,orrowing money day by day—and it was with the 
vimost difficulty that the Government could get 
along. Thus the absolute and imperious necessity 
was imposed on the 27th Congress of revising the 
tariff system, because the Compromise act, as a 
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| bill was made, but failed; and it now devolves upon 


| have a war debt to pay. 
' nary expenses of the Government. 


-ystem, had failed to answer any beneficial pur- | 


ose. 


Mr. RHETT rose to make an inquiry. 


nose. cE 

Mr. RHETT said he thought the gentleman had 
overlooked one feature in the Compromise act. Did 
not that act provide that if the amount of duties 


<hould not be sufficient to meet the expenses of the | 


Government, there should be duties laid in con- 
furmity to its principles ? The act proposed certain 
reductions, and then provided that if more revenue 
was needed, all the articles under swnnty per cent. 
should be taxed up to that amount; and t 


cles should advance pari passu to any amount which 
ihe country might require. 


atif more | 
revenue was still needed, the duty on all the arti- | 


Mr. GORDON. We all know that. It was so. | 


Mr. RHETT. Where, then, was the fault of 
that act ? 

Mr. GORDON. The license of the gentleman, 
so far as I yielded the floor to him is over. The 
fact was as he states. But there was no stability 
in the system; it was constantly descending; there 
was nothing stable, settled, or fixed, either in pro- 
tection or In revenue. 


The storm gathered for the | 


change; the change came; and it went almost as | 


far in the c pposite direction. | am not by any means 
defending the act of 1842. ButI say th 

promise act of 1833 was the most bungling arrange- 
ment of the tariff system that this country ever 
iad. I trust it never will be resorted to again. 
That is my deliberate opinion of this matter. | 
do not believe that South Carolina herself would 
re-enact that compromise if she had the power. 
Now, the responsibility of enacting a judicious ta- 
rifl—a revenue tariff—and in my opinion a revenue 
wriff will give to the manufacturers all the protec- 


tion they require—that responsibility, I say, de- || 


volved ona Whig Congress. Instead of making 
such a law, that Congress made the act of 1842 as 
iis, A faction sprung up here “to head’’ Captain 


this Congress to perform the duty which preémi- 
nently belonged to the last. 

The great mistake of both parties in this tariff 
controversy has been that they have gone from one 
extreme to the other. That has been the great 
difficulty. We have a war upon our hands. We 
We have also the ordi- 


tariff bill that falls much short of meeting the ex- 
penses of the war, and the ordinary expenses of 
the Government, I need only appeal to the past 
history of the tariff controversy to convince every 
man that a party will come into this Hall that will 


| sweep everything before them as with the besom 


that of 1842, or perhaps something worse. 
| must, then, pass a sound revenue tariff bill equal 


| of destruction, as was done by the Compromise act 


Mr. GORDON said he would yield for that pur- | 


of 1833, and that you will have another act like 
You 


to the expenses of the Government, and to the 
prospective and speedy payment of the war debt. 


| Pass such a tariff as will satisfy the country. You 
| will then have a stable system of finance; and after 


the war debt is paid, you can take off these extra 


| impositions laid to meet that debt. 


| 


| 


These are my views, and I am not going to di- 
late upon them. 

One word more, in relation to the famous act of 
1833. It has been called a compromise—sacred, 
too sacred to be meddled with. Who were parties 
to it? Lwasnot. This Congress was not. The 
27th Congress was not. It failed to meet the 
objects for which it was enacted. I deny that 
Mr. Clay and Mr. Calhoun, two of the leading 
spirits of that day, could concoct between them- 


selves—for political purposes—any financial sys- | 


tem binding upon Congress or upon the people 
of the States composing this Union. There was 
nothing binding about it, when by experience it 
was discovered that it answered not the beneficial 


| purposes which its fathers and authors pretended 
at the com- || 


that it would accomplish. 
The great ex-Senator from the State of New 


|| York, who voted for the act of 1842, needs no jus- 


|| tification at my hands. 


‘| him for the vote he then gave (a vote of which I 


i} 


|| factory to the country and to the State in which he | 


| 


} 


i} 


| when to some extent he sacrificed his own feelings 
to come to the rescue of the Government—were | 


Tyler, and block up the wheels of Government; | 


thus forcing a portion of the Democratic delega- 
on in Congress to vote for the tariff of 1842 as it 


was, and as it is, or else to play into the hands of | 


that faction which had determined to swamp the 
Government. 


Houses of Congress with a provision for the dis- 
‘nbuuon of the proceeds of the sales of the public 
lands, and that that was one of the measures of the 
Whig policy of that era. The bill went to Mr. 
'yler. He thought that it was not compatible with 
sound policy to give away the land revenue, when 
at that very time the Government was in debt, bor- 
towing money, and forced to impose higher taxes 
ui order to pay that debt, and to sustain itself, and 
‘ierefore he vetoed the bill. It came back to this 
House, where it originated; and it failed to receive 
‘ie vote of two-thirds. Then it was that we saw 
‘resolution manifested, by whom I will not say, 
sutit was by a portion of the Whig party in Con- 
“ress, (enough to defeat the bill,) to adjourn, and 
” pass no revenue law of any kind, At the same 
“me, twas promulgated from this House through 
‘ie country that the tariff act had expired, and that 
‘ve Government was collecting revenue without any 
aw whatever. At this critical moment it was that 
“portion of the Demoeratic delegation in Congress, 
and particularly from the State of New York, came 
for ward and voted for a bill which they had no 
‘vice in making, which was not agreeable to their 
laste, and which did not embody such a system of 
‘lance as they desired. I voted for it under a pro- 
est. I did believe that that bill would produce a 
‘evolution in the country that would bring a Demo- 
‘ratic majority into Congress, which would modify 
and amend the act, and strike from it all its objec- 
“onable features. Such a representation we 





| lence. 


| 
| 


|| we are to have one or the other of the two systems | 
‘| of taxation. We are not to have both. 


knew nothing at the time I cast mine, acting, as I 
did, alone on my own responsibility, and voting 
on the bill before it went to the Senate) were satis- 


lived, and over whose destinies he has since been 
called to preside. The result and sequel show that 
the motives for his vote on that trying occasion— 


duly appreciated. 
So much for the compromise of 1833. 


when by its costant and final reductions it had 
bankrupted the Government and given dissatisfac- 
tion in every quarter of the land, 

There is one other question to which [ wish 
briefly to advert, and which is more or less discus- 
sed in all general debates on the tariff in this 
House. It is the policy of supporting the Gov- 
ernmentby internal taxation. The gentleman from 
Tennessee [Mr. Jonnson] referred to it in a speech 
he made the other day, and proposed as a substi- 
tute for a tax on tea and coffee, as a war measure, 


/a tax on banking capital, State bonds, gold and 


silver plate, and money loaned. Now, I am op- 
posed to internal taxation for the support of the 
Federal Government. Iam opposed to the propo- 
sition of the gentleman from Tennessee. There is 


no danger of its adoption; but when these doctrines | 


are broached, they should be met. I suppose that 


‘| either to have internal taxation alone, or we are to 


| have a tariff of duties u 
|| imported into the Unite 


n foreign merchandise 
States, without direct 


| taxation, except probably in the event of a war 
| with some great commercial power. The people 
‘| of this Government will never consent to have two 
|| classes of officers collecting money to support the 


| 


'| General Government—one from internal taxation, 


and the other from a tariff of duties oh imported 
merchandise. This double expense the people 
will never endure. And this is one of the great 


ad | objections to the proposition of the gentleman from 
Curing the last Congress, An effort to amend the || Tennessee. 


If we pass a | 


The reasons assigned by | 


If [ had 

not been here and voted for the act of 1842, I should |} 
have suffered these matters to have passed in si- | 
But in justice to myself, I could no longer | 
| sit here and see that measure of 1833 applauded, 
It will be recollected that this act passed both || 


e are | 


. 


1033 


Another objection is, that al] these things which 

he proposes to tax are alread y taxed, and should 
be, for the support of the State Governments, 
Bank stock is taxed in Ohio for the support of the 
State Government. [A voice: ‘* No. | If it is 
not, it ought to be. It is taxed in the State of 
New York, and all the proper:y here enumer- 
ated, owned by individuals, is taxed in that State 
for the support of the State Government. 
A third objection is, it would be the commencement 
of a system of internal taxation. This doctrine 
of supporting the Federal Government by internal 
taxation was repudiated as early as 1805. T will 
read one or two extracts from Mr, Jetferson’s In- 
augural Message of March 4, of that year. He 
says: 


“The suppression of unnecessary oflices, of useless es- 
tablishments and expenses, enabled us to discontinue our 
internal taxes. These covering our land with officers, and 
opening our doors to their intrusions, had already began 
that process of domiciliary vexation, which, once entered, 
is searcely to be restrained from reaching successively every 
article of property or produce.” 


And again: 

“The remaining revenue on the conswnption of foreign 
articles is paid chiefly by those who can afford to add foreign 
luxuries to domestic comforts. Being collected on our sea- 
board and frontiers onty, and ineorporated with the trans 
actions of our mereantile citizens, it may be the pleasure 
and the pride of an American to ask, what farmer, what 
mechanic, what laborer, ever sees a tax-gatherer of the 
United States?” 

These (continued Mr. G.) were the sentiments 
and doctrines of the apostle of liberty—the father 
of the Declaration of Independence—that far-see- 
ing statesman. And what he said then of these 
officers ransacking the houses of our citizens in 
search of property that should be made the subject 
of taxation, holds equally good now, One excep- 
tion he made. It was the case of a foreign war 

with some great commercial power of Europe. 
| ‘There is (continued Mr. G.) but one other sub- 
| ject to which I wish to advert. One of the great 
| objections to the tariff of 1842—and it is only one 
amongst many—one objection in particular has 
been the low duty on foreign wool—the fraud, the 
cheatery, in relation to cheap wool, practised 
under that act upon the farmers of the country. 
The act imposed five per cent. ad valorem upon 
all wools costing seven cents per pound and un- 
der, at the port from whence they were exported. 
On wool costing over seven cents per pound, 


| three cents per pound, was imposed, But it was 
pretended by the manufacturers that this cozrse 
, wool was Smyrna wool—a species that was not 
raised and could not be raised in the United States, 
, and fit only for coarse blankets and carpeting. ‘This 
was not believed at the time. An effort was made, 
even by the Whigs of Vermont, to raise the duty 
on wool, and also by Democrats. It was then 
foretold precisely what the result of this low duty 
| would be. And an amendment raising the duty 
on wool was offered in the Senate by Mr. Wright, 
| and there failed. 
Now what is the fact? 


But before I proceed to 


| advert toa portion of the speech made the other 
day by my colleague [Mr. Coir} in relation to 
this matter. He says: 

‘‘We are told by Mr. Nathan Appleton, in his criticism 
upon the report of Mr. Secretary Walker, that the reason 
| that high duties were not imposed upon wool by the act of 
| 1842 was, that our country did not produce enough to sup- 
| ply the manufacturers. Now I say—and it is suscepiible of 
| proof—that the manufacturers have never consumed One- 
half of the wool grown in this country.” 

I do not exactly understand (continued Mr. G.) 
what my colleague means by this. 

Mr. COLLIN. At least half of the wool pro- 
duced in the country is manufactured by hand. 

Mr. GORDON. If my colleague means to be 

understood as saying that this country does not 
'cousume half the wool it produces, he is mis- 
_ taken. 

‘| IT have no doubt, and I shall endeavor to prove, 
|| that the United States consume nearly double what 
|| they produce, and yet that they are capable of 
|| producing wool enough to supply the world. Let 
|| us look at the tables, and see what the import of 
|| wool was last year. We imported over twenty- 
|| three millions of pounds, and of that we exported, 
|| I believe, some sixty-four thousand pounds. Now, 
| the sixty-four thousand pounds which we export- 
|| ed from this vast amount of our imports was fine 
| wool, as will be seen by the tables, because it paid 
iiahigh duty. It was not, therefore, the coarse, 


a duty of thirty per cent. ad valorem, and of 


refer to statistics on this head, probably I ought to | 
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but the fine wool that was exported. A glance at | 


the tables will also show that we imported of wool- 


len cloths and yarn and woollen manufactures al- | 


most as much as of the raw material. 


And yet 


we exported no domestic woollen cloths; at all | 


events, none according to the tables. The amount, 
if any, was so small that it is not noticed by the 
revenue officers or by the Secretary of the Treas: 
ury; itis notin the report. We then import into 
this country of wool and woollen manufactures 
nearly as much wool as we produce, if the census 
of 1840 ts any criterion by which to judge of the 
product, The clip of 1840 was from thirty to 
thirty-five millions of pounds. I do not know 
that we import as much as we produce; but we 
import a vast amount of this foreign wool, fine 
and ecoarse—the fine in the form of cloths and 
manufactured articles, whilst the wool is of a 
eheaper kind. I mention these facts to show the 


objection to the act of 1842 in this particular— | 


one of the great reasons why the act should be 
changed. 

What wool do we export? We have begun to 
export a little. In the year 1843, the amount ex- 
p yrted was 65 bales from the port of New York; 
in 1844, 106 bales; in 1845, 3,011 bales. About 
half the exports of 1845 were made by one house 
in New York. ‘These exports are not all domes- 
tic, but in part foreign wool. I mention this to 
show that we are importing wool largely, and to a 
great extent consuming the foreign article. The 
tables do not show the exports of domestic wool. 
What, in fact, we have is derived from the news- 
papers, The amount which we export is very 
eam ull. 

Now, by the tariff of 1842, this wool which we 
import paid a duty of only five per cent. And I 
ask that the mjustice done to the wool-growers 
shonld be in some sort remedied by the act of 1846, 
if such an act we are to have. The bill reported 
from the Committee of Ways and Means imposes 
a duty of 30 per cent. ad valorem on manufactures 
of wool; whilst it imposes a duty of only 25 per 
cent. ad valorem, according to the foreign, not the 
home valuation, on unmanufaetured wool. Why 


. . | 
| and worked up in the woollen factories, from Bos- 


this difference between the manufactured and the raw | 


material? An honorable member—a free trader, 
too—informed me that the object was to protect 
the laborers and operatives of the factories, to en- 
able them to compete with the pauper labor of 
Europe. Here is discrimination. Why not, then, 
discriminate in favor of the farmers who produce 
the wool; and, if there is to be any difference, give 
the five per cent. the other way? "Is not the field 
laborer entitled to consideration as well as the fac- 
tory hand? 

But this is all deceptive. The operative in the 
factory gets no more benefit from this five per cent. 
on the manufactured article than he gets from the 
wool, costing seven cents per pound and under, 
imported under the tariff of 1842. The whole goes 
into the pocket, not of the operative, butof the man- 
ufacturer, Why was not thesame amount of duty 
unposed on all wools? The object was to give 
more protection to the manufacturers. 
rial comes in duty free—or, at the most, with a 
nominal duty. It all eoes to make up the sum of 
his profits to the disadvantage of the agricultural 
portion of the community. What I want is this: 


His mate- | 


I want to see a duty of thirty per cent. ad valorem | 


on the home valuation, imposed on all wool. You 
impose twenty-five per cent. ad valorem foreign 
valuation; and what does that amount to on a 
sound of wool costing seven cents per pound in 
Srazil, or wherever else it may be produced? I 
believe it is about a cent and three-quarters per 
pound. Tlere, then, is wool costing the manufac- 


quarters cents per pound, running up there to 
twenty and twenty-five cents per pound. Here 
is the difference between the home and foreign val- 
uation. The duty then is, at best, nominal. We 
consume wool largely. It will bear the highest 
rate of revenue duty, and yet the quantity of the 
importation cannot be checked. You may put a 
duty of forty per cent. ad valorem, home waligtion, 
on this foreign wool, and it will then cost the man- 
ufacturers but about ten cents per pound. 
a revenue tariff. 
we can raise upon foreign imports. 


article—imported to a very great amount—worthy | 
the consideration of statesmen and financiers. Put, | 
then, the highest rate of revenue duty which you | 
can upon the raw material of wool, and you will '' 


| it must be so. 


them—free trade. 


| This cheap wool was claimed to be coarse Smyrna || 
| wool, not like the product of our own country. 


| 


} 


TH 


j 


| rate of revenue duty, too, if we can get it. 
| expenses, independent of the war, are large; and we 
| are now engaged in a southern war. 


| up to it; because this war is waged in the South— 


of the North will cheerfully submit to the neces- 
sary amount of taxation, under a revenue standard, || 


' the South will impose a sufficient and adequate | 
revenue duty on this and other articles to meet all | 


| ish them. 


' manufactures continue to prosper as they have 
| done for the year past, that this foreign importa- | 


te | of South America. 
turer in the port of New York eight and three- || 


| West. 


I want || 
We want about all the revenue || 
Here is an | 


fraud upon importers. 





neither check the importation, nor even sanction 
the principle of protection. Yet you may proba- 
bly make some sort of return to the agriculturists 
of the United States, who are engaged in the cul- 
ture of that article. 

The amount of the importation of foreign wool 
is increasing rapidly. In 1844 it was eleven and a | 
half millions; in 1845, over twenty-three millions. | 
And this wool, costing seven cents per pound in 
South America, or wherever it is procured, is used 


ton to Buffalo, taking Vermont in the route. 
Mr. HUDSON here remarked, that it was man- | 
ufactured into carpets and negro blankets. 
Mr. GORDON, It is in part; but a large part | 
of it is manufactured into broadcloths, cassimeres, || 
and all sorts of fixins, that the Yankees know how || 
to make. 
I have the authority of a free-trade paper for 
saying, that this vast increase in the importation | 
of foreign wool, thus used in our factories, is the 
cause of the decrease in the price of wool. And 
Between twenty-three and twenty- | 
four millions of pounds imported in a single year 
into a country that does not produce more than 
forty millions! Here is more than one-half the 
amount produced in the country added to its stock; 
of course, the price must be affected. Under the || 
tariff of 1842, the manufacturers had this—to | 
Five per cent. on wool costing | 
seven cents a pound, was a very small duty; it | 
was scarcely felt in the price, and should be class- | 
ed with the free list, for the benefit of the manu- || 
facturers, and should not stand under the cover of 
wool costing over seven cents, paying a duty of 
30 per cent. ad valorem, and three cents per pound. | 


| 
| 
{ 


This is platform enough for me to stand upon 
in asking for a change. But I do not want to leap || 
out of the frying-pan into the fire. I want such a | 
bill as will impose a reasonable, honest, and fair | 
duty on foreign wool: a revenue duty; the highest | 


What the | 
expense will ultimately amount to, no man can | 
foretell. And southern gentlemen should not be 
very squeamish on this subject. Ido notask them 
to go beyond the revenue point, but to come square | 
it is waged for the defence of southern territory. 
It isa war on the southern border—repelling ag- | 
gression upon southern territory. The majority 
of the troops will be from the South. All the 
money will be expended in the South. Yet we | 





to defray the expenses of the war; and I trust that | 


these expenses manfully and patriotically. 

It is suggested to me, that wool costs more than | 
seven cents a pound in foreign countries, and that | 
it is entered at that rate fraudulently. And it is | 
said that the bill under consideration makes pro- 
vision for detecting and punishing these frauds. | 

I am not going to make this wholesale charge of | 
The act of 1842 provides 
ruards against these frauds, and undertook to pun- 
The result under both laws will be the 


same. I have no doubt, next year, if trade and | 


tion of wool will increase, and not diminish. The 
manufacturers are cultivating it in the vast plains | 


| 
ents and the people of the middle and western | 
States are concerned. One of my colleagues sug- 
gested the other day, that if you impose a duty on | 
wool, it would be produced on the prairies of the 


Our || 


L ask, then, a fair amount of || 
| duty for this interest, In which my own constitu- | 


| this Union by nullification. There was dane 








Let it be so. The people of that section | 
are my fellow-citizens; they will supply the Amer- 
ican market, and, | hope, export the article to for- 
eign countries. It makes no difference with me. 
l ask, then, for this interest—for this staple pro- 
duction—a fair, a high revenue duty—one that | 
shall at least mete out even-handed justice to the 
wool-grower. If there is any benefit to be derived, 
of any sort, under a revenue tariff, I desire that | 
the agriculturists of the country shall at least have 
a fair share. And when the proper time comes, I 
shall offer an amendment, (unless the chairman of ! 
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the Committee of Ways and Means shall do «,, ) 
to place the article of wool on a fair footing—su} 
as will be satisfactory to myself, and | hope to ; : 
constituents. ny 

One word in relation to the speech of the ep» 
tleman from Indiana, [Mr. Owen.] I must digy, 
in opinion with him as to one of the consequences 
of a protective tariff law. The gentleman seem i 
to think that, but for the Compromise act of 1933 
this Union was in danger of dissolution. ‘[},,; 
idea and sentiment he boldly and prominently ren 
forth. The gentleman never itaves under a or, 3 
mistake than when he conceived that idea, », i 
never committed a greater blunder than when he 
uttered it. There is no such thing as breakin 


g up 
er to 
rSy, 
dit, 
on, 
the 


certain individuals engaged in that controy 
arising out of the extent to which they carris 
And the Compromise, instead of saving the Uy 
saved these individuals, and settled forever 


<_< of nullification in this country, Ny). 


cation will never again, in the North or jy :), 
South, in the East or in the West, rear its hydra, 
head to breed disturbance, confusion, and rely). 
lion, in these harmonious States. I beg the ory. 
tleman to revise his opinion, and to have more coy. 
fidence in the power and patriotism of the people 
all over the land—on this and on the other side of 
the mountains, too—even in Oregon. 

Mr. JOHN A. ROCKWELL said: 

Mr. Cuarnman: Although it may be well said 
on this subject that ** the field of argument has been 
trodden to a waste,” my views of duty to my con. 
stituents and to myself, constrain me to enter as 
one of the laborers in this harvest. 

Before entering on this discussion, it may he 
well for a moment to take an observation, to exam- 
ine the present situation of the country, and its eq). 
dition at the time of the passage of the tariff of 1849, 
It is a well-known fact, that at that time the labor 
of the country in all its departments was depressed 
in price, and all forms of business were unprofit- 
able; the labor of the farmer, the mechanic jn the 
workshop, and the operative in the factory had de- 
clined and was declining. Those engaged in the 
more extensive branches of manufacture had for a 
year or two previous not only made no profits, but 
had lost money in the business. Some factories 
had closed their doors, and many, many more 
were only waiting the action of Congress in rela- 
tion to the passage of the tariff of that year to de- 
termine whether, on the one hand, to proceed at 
existing rates of labor, or either to close their mills, 


| or so to reduce the price of labor as to give a re- 
| munerating profit. 


With this state of things, contrast the condition 
of the country at the commencement of the present 
session of Congress. The whole country, in every 
branch and department of business, was never more 
prosperous. The farmer, the planter, the mechanic, 
the manufacturer, the merchant, the capitalist, and 
the laborer, were all in a most prosperous condi- 
tion. 

I am aware, sir, that those who are opposed to 
the tariff of 1842, and all protective tarifls, claim 
that this prosperity has arisen in spite of the system, 
and not by reason of it. It would seem to be a 
somewhat difficult matter, however, to show that 
a system of legislation, confessedly so important 
and influential, either for good or evil, which ac- 
companied this sudden and beneficial change, had 
no influence in producing the change, but, on the 
contrary, was fraught with those enormous evils 
to the country which are claimed by the opponenis 
of the system. oo : 

But whatever may be the abstract opinions ot 
men on this question, there surely is great wisdom, 
in managing the affairs of a great nation, in adopt- 
ing the homely adage ‘* to let well enough alone; 
and when a country is in the highest state of pros- 
perity, not to undertake to tamper with its system 
of revenue and finances, and to seek a radical 
change in the policy of the Government. 

Men of the most enlarged views, or statesmen 
of the most ample experience and informauon, 
would approach such a question cautiously, and if 
they effected any changes, would make these 
changes by degrees. Such men, with the modesty 
of true wisdom, would doubt the results of their 
own reasoning when opposed to the light of expe- 
rience and facts. 

But such is not the course now pursued by the 
men in power in this country. A radical and total 
change of system and policy is proposed, and by 
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those who most surely have not, _—— matters, | 
chown themselves to be the wisest of men, <6 most | 
experienced ne or the most practical and | 
Oo . 

a es change are to be made, it becomes those 

who propose to make them to give some very good 

reasons—not such as may suita demagogue or a | 
partisan—not the pitiful carping at some trifling | 
details of the system—but such enlarged and states- | 
manlike views, based upon experience, practical 
in their operation, addressed to men of sense and 
sound wisdom, and such as would influence such | 
men in the management of their own affairs. 

But the committee have not deigned to give us | 
any report giving the ‘* strong reasons”? which | 
have influenced them in the upheaving and over- | 
;urning operation which they recommend. And 
the venerable chairman of the committee was too 
indisposed to explain the bill, or inform us of the 
enormous mischiefs which required such severe | 
remedies; although I was very glad to see that he 
so far recovered as to take part in the subsequent 
proceedings of the House on the sameday. This 
important and uncoveted duty was assigned to the 
jonorable gentleman from Georgia, who deemed 
it important for him to devote a portion of his hour 
io answering the speech of his colleague on the 
subject of the Mexican war. With regard to the 
residue of the speech, being a sudden effort of one | 
unexpectedly called on to supply the place of the | 
sick chairman, it would be unfair to criticise it. 

But there is a document which has been prepared 
with very great labor. The Secretary of the | 
Treasury has shut himself up in his office, sent | 
forth his circulars, prepared his tables, called 
around him a retinue of petty custom-house offi- | 
cers, and sent forth a document, which has re- | 
ceived the applause of a British House of Lords, || 
and been printed for the admiration and instruction 
of the British law-givers. With regard to this 
most extraordinary document, it may be said, as | 
on another occasion, some things are true, and 
some are new; but the things which are new are 
not true, and the things which are true are not new. 
ltis a compound of errors and truisms; of ridicu- 
lous misstatements, and puerile and unworthy ap- 
peals to popular prejudices, with no one of the || 
masterly features which should characterize the 
productions of a wise and accomplished statesman. 

It is not my en ee nor have I the time to ex- 
pose the errors of detail in this bill, or in the report || 
of the Secretary; but to discuss the principles upon 
which it is founded, and the prominent facts and 
arguments of that report, and in opposition to the 
er and bold declarations of the Secretary, 
lo show— “ 

1. That the pursuits which have been chiefly en- | 
couraged have been mechanical rather than manu- 
facturing; and that the extensive manufacturing 
establishments of cotton and woollen goods con- 
stitute but a comparatively small part in the ag- | 
gregute amount of the articles protected. 

2. That the capitalists of the country who have 
embarked in manufacturing have not been, asa 
class, benefited by the protective policy; and by 
being induced thereby to embark their capital in | 
manufacturing business, that the profits have not 
been as large as stated in the Secretary’s report, 
end not equal to the lowest legal rate of interest in 
the country, 

3. That the labor of the country has been greatly 
benefited, and the wages of labor have been in- 
creased, at the same time that the expenses of sub- 
sistence have been diminished. 

4. That the agricultural classes of the country 
are deeply interested in the continuance of the sys- 
‘em of protection, and the new States of the West 


asmuch so, at least, as any other section of the 
nion, 








5. That the public at large have been mainly 
benefited by the protective policy; and that the 
beneficial results have been to the whole country, 
rather than to any particular class, and national 
rather than sectional. 

And if my time does not fail me, I propose to 
add some other considerations, growing out of and 
‘uggested by the subject. 

A prejudice has been sought to be raised against 
this system, by representing it as designed for little 
more than to protect the large manufacturing estab- 
lishments of cotton and woollen goods; and the 
Whole spirit of the report of the Secretary seems | 





‘0 proceed on this assumption, and to favor this 
Prejudice; but the facts are not so. Every collec- 





=. 


| in the country, as shown by the census. 


tion of the statistics of the country, or of any 
—— of them, show that althqueh these two 
yranches of business are highly important, the 
aggregate of the productions of the various forms 
of mechanical labor are far more so. By the last 
census, it appears that the aggregate capital in- 
vested in manufactures in the country of all kinds 
was $267,726,579. And of this amount the sum 


| invested in cotton and woollen manufactures was 
$66,867,483; and this statement does not show the 
| various forms of mechanical labor in the ageregate 


of large amount, nor does it give the due proportion 


| to the comparative value of the articles made by 
; mechanics when the capital is very small, and the 
| production of great value. 


The manufactures of 
leather, principally boots and shoes, are more than 
double in value the manufactures of woollen goods 
' Similar 
facts are shown by the tables compiled from a 
very careful and minute official examination in 
the State of Massachusetts last year. It is well 


| known that in this State, more than in any other, 


these two branches of manufacture prevail, and 
yet in this State these facts appear: 
The annual products of the labor of Massachu- 


|| setts, per year,ending April 1, 1845, $114,478,443. 


Of which, invested in manufactures............991,968,672 
Woollen and worsted goods........... 9.532.044 
SN IG vis os a ccten cd tesices cds 12,193,449 

a 21,725,193 





In manufactures other than cotton and 
WOOOEEE Cen bs Wand weeleds caste cndoucd oovsavetepaeen 
Boots and shoes .... 2.6... 0000 eee ee 14,799,140 
And it is not only in the much greater aggregate 
amount of other manufactures and other products 
of mechanical labor, but in the much higher protec- 
tion which is furnished to other articles, that injus- 


| tice is done in the public mind to a particular sec- 


tion of country, and particular branches of manu- 
factures. TI need but advert to the duties by the 


| tariff of 1842 on sugar, iron, salt, coal, hats, boots, 
| and shoes, &c., to sustain what I have said; and 


this should be taken in connexion with the fact 
that, although the duty ona certain class of the 
manufactures of cotton is apparently high, that or 
any other duty would be nearly, if not entirely, in- 
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operative, as we manufacture our coarse cottons as | 


cheaply as in any other part of the world, and most 
successfully compete in foreign markets with Great 


| Britain herself. 
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knows more of the early history and progress of 
the cotton manufacture of New England than any 
man now living—one who, when a boy, worked 
in the first mill erected by Samuel Slater, the father 
of the cotton manufacture in this country, at sixty- 
seven cents per week, and has continued in the 
manufacturing business to the present time—I mean 
Smith Wilkinson, of Pomfret,in the State of Con- 
necticut—a man not only of proverbial honesty 
and intelligence, but of the most precise accuracy. 
He gives in this communication the history of 
thirty-seven cotton factories within his own know- 
ledge in the county of Windham, the one of the 
two counties in my district most largely engaged 
inthe manufacture of cotton. Of these the owners 
of sixteen have not failed; and of them Mr. Wil- 
kinson says, they ‘* were men of wealth and ability 
and experience, who could live whether the busi- 
ness paid a profit of six per cent., of five per cent., 
or two, or even one per cent, and managed their 
business so snug and independently as to hold on 
their course.”’?’ And I will add, that Mr. Wilkin- 
son himself is one of the most prominent of this 
number. But of the other twenty-one establish- 
ments, which he describes in detail, the history is 
one of disaster and ruin to those embarked in the 
business. All of them failed once, and some two, 
three, and even four times, and the property pass- 
ed into other hands. There would be occasionally 
years of prosperity; but, in part, by the rr 
tion of those wishing to share the profits, of which 
exaggerated accounts had been given—in part by 
the unstable legislation of the Government, and in 
part from the fact that the business was a new one 
and experience proved a hard teacher, and the 
constant introduction of new machinery—from 
these and similar causes the years of prosperity 
were succeeded by years of loss and consequent 
failures. 

I have in my hand a similar account from a gen- 
tleman well acquainted with the factories in the 
other county in my distriet, (Mr. Roger Hunt- 
ington,) showing even greater losses than those 
stated above. With regard to most of these | am 
well acquainted with their history, and can testify 
to the correctness of the statements of Mr. Hunt- 
ington. He estimates the average annual profit of 
these establishments, from their commencement to 
the present time, at not exceeding three per cent., 





_and I am persuaded that the estimate is quite suffi- 


It is undoubtedly true that the thousand and one | 


pendent upon the continuance of the protective 


| policy than the cotton and woollen mills, and any 


other section of the country is at least as much in- 
terested as New England. 

2. The next point to which I wish to call the at- 
tention of the committee is, that the capitalists of 
the country who have embarked in manufacturing 


| have not been, as a class, benefited by the protect- 


ive policy, by being induced thereby to embark 


| their capital in that business; and that the profits 


have not only not been as large as those stated 


forms of mechanical labor are this day more de- | 


in the Secretary’s report, but have not been equal || 


to the lowest legal rate of interest in the country. 


Il am aware that this statement will strike some | 


persons with surprise, but it will be only those who 
are ignorant of the subject. All who have been 
conversant with the manufactures of cotton and 


wool in New England, from the year 1816 to the | 


present time, will testify to the correctness of what 
I say, and that this statement is far within the 
truth. There have been occasional periods of pros- 


perity when considerable profits have been realized, | 


as during the last two years; but with these ex- 


ceptions, the history of these mills has been in the | 


main one of disaster. It is well known that the 
State which I represent in part is very extensively 


| engaged in the manufacture of cotton and woollen | 
goods, and my own district embraces more than 


three-fourths of the cotton and woollen manufac- 
ture of Connecticut. I am conversant to a con- 
siderable extent with the results which have at- 


| tended the individuals and associations embarking 


in these branches of business, and state, with the 
most entire confidence, that from the year 1816 to 
the present time, these branches of business have 


not yielded an annual average profit of three per | 


cent. on the capital invested. 
I have, however, been unwilling 


own testimony on this subject, but have obtain- 


to rely upon my | 


| 


ciently high. In my own town, where there is a 
million and a half, at least, of goods of various 
kinds annually manufactured, there is not, with 
one exception, a single establishment which has 
not failed once, sunk their entire capital, and pass- 
ed into other hands, and in some instances repeated 
failures. The exception is that of two persons who 
hire a mill belonging to others. Some years since, 
the honorable Mr. Whipple, of Providence, Rhode 
Island, made similar inquiries in relation to the 
cotton manufactures of that State, and the result of 
his inquiries was, that the average annual profit 
had not exceeded three per cent. on the capital. 
state, then, with entire confidence, that the estimate 
of six per cent., as the average annual profit of the 
cotton and woollen manufacturers of New England, 
or of the country, from the year 1816 to this time, 
is a very high estimate, and, as I verily believe, 
more than double what it should be. 

If the inquiry is made why men should embark 
in so unprofitable a business, the answer is very 
obvious: that they supposed it would prove pot: 
able. An occasional prosperous year induced num- 
bers to rush into the business, and the result isa 
disappointment of their high-raised expectations, 

But is it asked why protection is desired by the 
manufacturers, when the result of its having been 
given has been as I have stated? It is not desired 
by them in order to persuade others to embark in 
the business, and build more mills, and fill them 
with more machinery; but that those who have 
embarked in the business, whose expenditure for 
buildings and machinery is already made, may 


have that protection which they consider import- 


ant for their interest. 

It is no favor, then, to capitalists, now or at any 
time, by the encouragement of discriminating du- 
ties, to induce him to invest his capital in any 
branch of manufactures. The tariff of 1842 pro- 
tects incidentally railroad iron. I believe this to 


be beneficial to the proprietors of the mines, to the 


ed that of others whose information was more ac- |! owners of the soil where the manufacture is estab- 


curate and precise than my own. 


I hold in my | lished, to the farmers, the laborers, to the whole 


hand a long communication from the man who |) country, as developing our resources, and making 
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2 new enterprises, either unprofitable or less profit- 
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us independent of foreign manufactures; but I do 
not think any benefit is conferred on the capital- 
ists who embark their wealth in this new branch 
of business; but that it will prove, like all other 


able than the investment of the money at six per 
cent, On mortgage security, 

I have spoken more at length on this point, be- 
cause the outery is often made against the capital- | 
ists engaged in the manufacturing business, and | 
the Secretary of the Treasury joins in and encour- 
ages the idle clamor. It is certainly true, that for | 
two years the profit of the cotton manufacturers 
has been large, but not as large as in Great Brit- 
ain itself, during the same time; and the result has 
been, what it always will be, that a large number | 
of persons are now rushing into the business, and || 
before this Congress shall cease to exist—if there | 
could be any security that the tariff would be un- 
disturbed—the number of cotton spindles in opera- 
tion would be fifty per cent. more than there were || 


a year since, Does not everybody know that, || 
with the enterprise, and skill, and energy of the 
people of this country, no one branch of business 
can for any length of time exceed in profits the || 
average of the profits of other branches? Compe- 
tition is sure to reduce prices and profits. The | 
result is an inevitable one; and, to contend the con- 
trary, 18 to show the grossest ignorance not only 
of the uniform operations of trade, but of the oper- 
ations of the human mind, and of the motives 
which govern itt. HLlow absurd, then, is it to con- 
tend that the object and effect of protection is main- 
ly to benefit capitalists, or that such has been the 
result in the protection to manufacturing and me- 
chanical labor incidentally afforded. S 

3. And this brings me to the consideration of | 
another part of this subject—that the laboring 
classes in the country have been greatly benefited, 
and the wages of labor have thereby increased, at 
the same time that the expenses of subsistence 
lave been diminished. Every one would know | 
beforehand that this must be the result. If bya 
protective tariff, or any other cause, increased activ- 
ily is given to manufacturing or mechanical busi- 
ness, and there is consequently an increased demand 
for laborers, does not every child know that such 
increased demand has a direct tendency to enhance 
the price of wages; and, on the contrary, if by the 
reduction of the tariff, or any other cause, the busi- 
ness is rendered unprofitable, that the employer 
must, aS a matter a course, close his mill or his 
workshop, or reduce the price paid to the persons 
employed? But the reckless assertion of the con- 
trary by the Secretary is not only unsound in prin- 


‘ ciple, but untrue in fact, Itis not true thatthe wages | 


of male or female labor have diminished in conse- 

quence of the protective system, but precisely the | 
contrary is true. | have a statement from Mr, Wil- 
kinson, showing the prices paid by him, as taken 
from his own books at different periods, and the wa- 
ges of labor of men are higher, and of women much 
higher, now than before the introduction of the man- 
ufacturing business. What the effect would other- |} 
wise have been of the opening of the fertile West 
upon the prices of the productions of the farmers in 
the old States, and consequently the wages of labor, 
any one can form his own opinion. And it is one 
of the most surprising and beneficial results of the 
introduction of manufactures, that a market has 
been afforded in the neighborhood of the factories 
for the products of the farmer, and the price has 
remained very nearly the same for the last forty 
years. On the other hand, every article of cloth- 
ing has declined in price, so that the dollar which 
is now paid to the laborer will purchase from thirty 
to fifty per cent. more of all the necessaries of life 
than in 1816, and of the ordinary cotton cloth and 
calicoes, more than three times as much. 

These facts are well known to persons residing 
in the manufacturing section of the country, and I 
am sustained by foreigners, and all others who 
know anything on the subject, in saying that there 
is not on the face of the globe a class of laborers so 
well paid, or who, from their high moral character, 
education, intelligence, and industry, deserve to be 
so well paid, as those engaged in the various | 
branches of labor in this country. There are no 
paupers among them; they are, as a class, unusu- | 
ally free from all forms of vice; and although those 
engaging in the manufacturing business, as I have 
shown, as capitalists, have not received a remu- 
nerating profit, yet the monthly and quarterly wa- || 
ges have been regularly paid, and in most. cases || 


| 


| ving, industrious, happy population. 


_ their turn become capitalists. 


when the employers fail the employed do not lose 
any portion of their wages. You thus see a thri- 
The accu- 
mulations of labor in the factory are, in the first 
place, deposited in a savings bank, which are now 
everywhere to be found. In the course of a few 


| years the sum has so far accumulated that it is | 
withdrawn to redeem the mortgage of the paternal 


acres, or to buy a small farm, or a workshop, or to 
purchase some of the stock in the company for 
which the man or woman is a laborer, and thus. in 
This is not an im- 
aginary picture, but these very things are daily 
oceurring and perfectly familiar to any one residing 
in a manufacturing region. 


The following statement shows the amount of || 


the deposites in the savings banks of Massachu- 
setts, and the income from year lo year: 


No. of de- Amt. deposited. 


positors. depositors, amount 
deposited. 
1841, 39,892 $6,495,424 F2 | 
1842, 41,102 6.675.878 05 1,270 $190,453 23 || 
1845, 54,256 9,214,964 07 13,154 $2,539,076 02 | 


Similar has been the result in my own State, 


with the operatives of which | am familiar, al- | 
| though I have not in possession the precise amount 


of deposites or number of depositors. 
If it is said, as it is, that the wages of labor have 
diminished since the tariff of 1842, I deny the fact. 


I know, personally, from the manufacturing re- | 


gion from which I come, that it is not true. The 
same testimony is also furnished from Lowell, and 
the same facts exist in every part of the country. 


Why, sir, there is not a girl in one of those | 
mills, who would be guilty of such folly as to | 
suppose for a moment that when the demand for | 
laborers is increased, the price of labor will be || 
thereby diminished, or will not be, on the con- 


trary, increased also. Some of these political 


philosophers, these closet politicians, these wise | 
learned Secretaries, 


custom-house officers, and 
could learn some very useful lessons in political 


economy and common sense, too, from the women 


and children in a cotton mill. 


I beg to ask these men, after deducting the very | 
moderate profit which has been received by the || 
capitalists, who have received the enormous sums 
which have been expended in the erection of mills 
and machinery, and the annual prosecution of the | 
It is found in the various forms of labor— 
the brickmaker and bricklayer, the carpenter, the 
lime-burner, the nail-maker, the painter, the glass- 
hlower, the stone-mason, the common laborer, the 
farmer who raises the food to feed these men, are 
first employed; and these, together with the makers | 
of machinery, the builders of the dam and water- || 
wheel, or steam engine, receive what is called the | 
capital paid in and permanently invested; and the 
laborers in the mills, and the grower of the raw 
material, the transporter and other intermediate 
laborers, receive as their pay the sum received from 
the sale of the goods after deducting a profit, if 
there is one, to the capitalist. If there is no profit, 
they receive the whole. If the business is a losing 
one, they receive the whole, and are paid some- || 


work? 


thing in addition. 


Such is the obvious connexion of the employer 
and the employed, and such the benefit to the la- || 
boring portion of the community of the protective || 
j The connexion is a natural || 
and a beneficial one to all concerned; and yet some | 
reckless demagogues—men of ignoble minds, and | 
of loose character—have proclaimed the piratical 
doctrine that there is a natural hostility between 
the poor and the rich, between the employer and 
These worthless men would make | 
every man an Ishmael, with his hand against every 
It was || 


policy of this country. 


the employed. 


man, and every man’s hand against him. 
said by Macaulay, in speaking of Lord Byron 


that he belonged to that class of moralists who 
seemed to recognise a new commandment—** Thou | 
shalt hate thy neighbor, and love thy neighbor’s 
1 know not that these people will adopt 
the latter clause of this commandment, but they do 
the first; and, in addition, utterly throw away and 
despise the law of love, of mutual kindness, and 
of cordial, neighborly regard, which speaks forth 
in the writings of Him ** who spake as never man 


wife.”’ 


spake.”’ 


I am tempted, Mr. Chairman, at the risk of 
being thought tedious, to illustrate, by a single 


instance, what I have said above. 


In the town which I rejoice to. call, my home, 


some fotrteen years since.a company was 


Increase in Increase in | 
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| for the purpose of bringing to use the waters of , 
| large river, the Shebecket, the confluence of which 
| with the Tautic, some two miles below, forms the 
| Thames. The object of the company was no; 
| themselves to engage in the manufacturing bys). 
|| ness, but to purchase the land,’erect the dam, on. 
'| cavate the canal, and to sell out to manufacturers 
|| the privilege of using different portions of the power 
|| with the necessary land for the erection of the miljx 
and the dwelling houses for the purchaser, Tj), 
|| object was accomplished; various privileges were 
purchased, and millserected. The principal esta). 
| lishments were a cotton factory of moderate sizo 
erected by the water-power company, and leased 
to two prudent men from Rhode Island; a large eo. 
_ ton factory, belonging to a company with an actyal 
|| eash capital of $400,000—owning, however, other 
| velshiialenett in different parts of the same town: 


| 


lia very extensive paper mill, and a woollen factory. 
|| The result is briefly told: the persons having tie 
|| mill have done a successful business; all the others 
| failed, and sunk every dollar of the large capita) 
invested; and the water-power company during the 
|| same time have not received an average dividend of 
three per cent. per annum. These factories were 
| sold at a low price, and are now all doing a profits. 
| ble business. Such were the results to the capital- 
| ists during this time. What has been the result to 

A village now exists, where there 


|| the laborers? 

was not then a single inhabitant, of 1,800 persons, 
| and is strictly and exclusively a manufacturing yjj- 
‘| lage. The persons engaged in the mills have been 
|| well paid, and erected neat and comfortable dwe}. 
lings. Churches have been built. The common 
district schools of the village are declared by the 
late Secretary of the Commissioners of Common 
Schools, Mr. Barnard, a man of great ability and 
| worth, in his most valuable annual report, of the 
| bestin the State. But he would never have said so, 
| if the children there taught had been guilty of the 
gross mistakes of the Secretary of the ‘Treasury. 
| From the infancy of the village to the present tine, 
| there has been no place in its limits where wines or 
|| spirituous liquors could be purchased. And during 
the same period, although the annual expense to 
the town for supporting the poor out of the alms- 
|, house is considerable—between one and two thou- 
| sand dollars—the whole expenditure on this village, 
embracing now a fifth-part of the inhabitants of the 
| town, has been the sum of ten dollars during the 

whole time. And during the same period of time, 
| the Savings Bank of Norwich, with its hundreds of 
| thousands of dollars, deposited from time to time, 
| with its long lists of small deposites, bears witness 
to the thrift and prosperity of the operatives in 
these factories. 

This, I am aware, is but a solitary instance; but 
the same facts are, in the main, true of the whole 
of New England, and wherever else manufacturing 
| is established. ‘That men who reside on the bor- 
ders of the Santee or Pedee might have wrong ho- 
tions on this branch of the subject is not surprising, 
but that any man who has ever known anything 
| accurately by observation or reading in relation to 
the manufactures of the country, should seriously 
advance the dogma that the protective policy was 
for the benefit of capital, at the expense of labor, 
is most surprising, and shows a mental or moral 
obliquity most extraordinary. , 

But, it is said, the poor laborer is enormously 
taxed for the necessaries of life—especially his 
clothing—and thereby grievously oppressed. | do 
| not know a laborer, sir, who would not laugh in 
the face of any man who should address him with 
such language. He might be mistaken; but he 
would consider any such person either very fool- 
ish, or not very honest. The truth is, the fact 1s 
notso. There is no country in the world where 
, || the laboring classes can be clad as cheaply and as 
well as in this country. I make the declaration 
understandingly, and the most rigid scrutiny will 
|| sustain the correctness of it. It is not true that 
|| the tariff of 1842 is oppressive upon the poor. The 
|| duties are almost entirely raised from articles which 
are luxuries. So far as the duties. are apparently 
high upon the coarser cloths, they are entirely Inop- 
erative, because we can make such articles cheaper 
than they can be made abroad, and a conclusive 

roof of that is, that we undersell Great Britain 
[rerself in China, South America, and India, until 
protect English goods. } 
to what I have said, it 18 
but as tea 
and the 








a duty was imposed to 
there is any exception 
sugar, where the duty is a heavy one; 
and coffee are free, itis not oppressive, 
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‘ion in the sugar culture, 
CN 400n reduce the price. 
ad air, | wish to inquire of those who would 

5 hi bill, and break up this system, what they 
yass t 1s dior + 

‘nose the effect would be upon the labor of the 
= > Tean tell you, sir, without claiming the 
re hecy. Those branches of business 
gift of prophe y 2 : 
which are not established will be prostrated, and 
the laborers thrown out of employment; those en- 

aved in mechanical pursuits will be obliged to work 
for the small wages paid in a countries for 
<imilar labor, or very nearly so. Is it not entirely 
apparent that shoes, hats, and other similar arti- 
cles would be imported from abroad ? The freight 
is very small from France or England to New | 
York, less than ——— miles by land in our own | 
country; and all forms of handicraft labor would 
ie immediately affected. Such pursuits have not 
the benefit of machinery which equalizes to a great 
extent the difference in the wages of labor; and 
the mechanic would be, in the first instance, most 
seriously affected. In relation to the cotton man- 
ufacture, there is too much capital, and character, 
and skill in the business to admit of its being pros- 
trated. ‘The only course for them to pursue would 
be the reduction in the prices of labor to such an 
extentas to preventa loss, and make a small profit. 
This, if not the immediate, would be the necessary 
and certain result. But those branches of business 
which can avail themselves extensively of labor- 
saving machinery, and are established, employ, | 
comparatively, but a small part of the labor of the | 
country engaged in mechanical employments— | 
probably not one-tenth part. As an illustration of 
this, compare the number of laborers in Massa- 
chusetts for the manufacture of the $12,193,449 of | 
cotton goods, with those employed in making | 
614,799,140 of boots and shoes; in the one case 
4),710, and in the other 45,877. What is to be- 
come of the hundreds of thousands of these labor- 
ers, and those dependant on them ? If you turn 
them to the cultivation of the soil, does any man in | 
his senses suppose that when they cease to be | 
consumers of the products of the farmer, and be- 
conte themselves producers, that the wages of labor 
on land will not be diminished with the diminish- 
ed price of the agricultural products? 

4. The next point to which I wish to call the || 
attention of the committee is, that the agricultural 
classes of the country are deeply interested in the 
sysiem of protection, and the new States of the 
West as much, at least, as any other section of the 
country. 

Of the benefit to the farmers in the vicinity of, 
orin the midst of, a mechanical or manufacturing 
population, no one can have the hardihood to dis- 
pute. Its benefits are shown in the ready market, 
without the cost of distant transportation, for the 
iifinite variety of articles which would otherwise 
find no market at all, or at reduced prices, and at 
adistance. ‘These articles, individually small and 
ofien unnoticed, in the aggregate constitute the 
principal market of the “Tenss—-épch as wood, 
grains of some kinds, hay, fresh meats, poultry, 
butter, cheese, fruits, vegetables, and similar arti- 
cles of daily household consumption. The statis- 
ties collected by the census, and in the several 
States, show that these and similar articles are, in 
the aggregate, of very large amount; and these are 
supplied by farmers in the vicinity of a manufac- 
luring population. The result has been an enhance- 
ment in the value of land, a comfortable living to 
the farmer, and an ability to pay fair wages to farm 
laborers. With all farmers thus situated, the mat- 
leris perfectly understood, and few are bold enough 
lo deny it; otherwise, why is it that the land in 
New England, New York, or Pennsylvania, is 
higher in price, tenfold, than land of superior fer- 
Ulity at the West, where manufactures are as yet 
in their infancy? These States raise from the soil 
out litle which could be exported to any foreign 
country, 

But it is said that in the new States at the West 
they have few manufactures, and the cultivators of 
the soil have there no interest in common with the 
mechanic or manufacturer. I deny it; and claim 
‘hat their interest in the permanent establishment || 
‘nd continuance of the system is most decided and || 
manifest, and in a variety of ways. ] 

Time will not allow me, sir, to present, fully || 
and at length, the importance to the grain-growing | 
States of the West al thane engaged in mechanical | 
pursuits. Who have been the consumers of the |) 
“estern products? Where have they heretofore 
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as in everything | 
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THE 


| my argument. 
| cotton, rice, and tobacco, some fifteen millions are 
Who purchases the residue of the |; 


found a market for their surplus products? Has 
it been abroad? The whole amour of agricultural 
productions of this country exported during the 
year, to all the nations of the globe, with the ex- 


| ception of rice, cotton, and tobacco, as shown by 
| the annual report of the Secretary of the Treasury 
|, on commerce and navigation, was $16,000,000. 


What has been the amount consumed at home ? 


| There are of course no precise data by which you 
| can ascertain within a dollar ora million of dollars. 


But, sir, any man can form some estimate from 
well known and ascertained facts on this subject. 
In Massachusetts, in the year ending April 3; 
1845, there were 152,766 hands employed in me- 
chanical and manufacturing labor. And as far as 
can be gathered from the census of 1840, in the 
whole country there were 791,749 persons so em- 
oa And if to these you add the large num- 
ers directly dependent upon them, and others in- 


| directly connected with them, engaged in the trans- 
|| portation, or the sale of their goods, and in other 


ways withdrawn from agricultural labor, thereby 
added to the list of consumers, some opinion may 
be formed of the value of this home market. It is 
not confined to the wheat and corn of the West, 
but there are annually imported into New England, 
from the West, large quantities of salted provisions, 
hams, lard, butter, and even hay, and numerous 
smaller articles. 
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have been established by the protection of ages. 
They have now the benefit of the utmost skill, of 
cheap capital, and cheap labor, and are not in dan- 


| ger of serious competition at home; but does any 


Compare the amount of the agricultural produc- 
tions, stock and horses, in this country with the | 


amount exported. 
‘Take a tew of the principal articles: 

Oats. .........--123,071,341 bushels. 
Indian corn... ...377,531,875 do. 
Potatoes. ...... 108,278,060 do. 
Neat cattle...... 14,971,586 in number. 
Sheep........+- 19,311,374 do. 

S winds. sieve « 26;901,998 - do. 


These are but a very few of a very large list. | 


The annual agricultural productions of the country 
are estimated at $1,000,000,000. 
that this is too high an estimate, although | dis- 
agree, I will not contend with him. Suppose it to 
be but half of this amount, and it is suftticient for 
Aside from the three articles of 


sold abroad. 


surplus products? Is it not purchased by those 


| engaged in other forms of labor? 


1 have had occasion, in another debate, to allude 
to a great variety of facts, showing that, in this 
country, and everywhere else, the home market is 


the great market—the home commerce is the most | 
I will not re- | 
| peat what | said, except two general facts. 


valuable commerce of any country. 


one is, that the oats, and beans, and barley of Eng- 


If any one says | 


The | 


land are equal in value to the entire exports of her | 


manufactures and produce to all the world; and 


| the other, that, in France, from recent official re- 


turns, the internal industry of the kingdom is esti- 
mated at 8,600,000,000 francs, and the exports in 


1842, were 1,065,400,000 francs—less than one- | 


eighth of the productive industry of the country. 


I wish not to repeat the numerous statistical | 
facts which I brought forward on that occasion, | 


and I have not the ume to enlarge on this subject; | 


but I beg to inquire of gentlemen what would be 


thought of a British Secretary who should propose | 


to the British Parliament, for any reason whatever, 


to break up the manufactures of that kingdom, and | 


would be just at well for them to send their sur- 
plus productions where the manufactures were 
sent—to Germany, or I’rance, or Russia? 


should inform the farmers of that country that it | 


Would | 


not the reasoning addressed to farmers of the pre- | 
ference of a foreign market, be considered as ab- | 
surd as any proposition which should destroy the | 


manufactures of that kingdom? 


But it is said that Sir Robert Peel has at last | 


succeeded in opening the English ports to foreign | 


grain. And what then? If this furnishes an 
market for our produce, I shall rejoice atit. ‘The 
policy, I have no doubt, was a wise one for Great 


| Britain to pursue, if she wished, as she does, to | 
| foster her manufactures and to retain her ascen- | 


dancy as a manufacturing nation, everywhere | 


assailed on the continent of Europe. 
always has been, on the grounds of public policy, 


as well as of protection to her artisans, to admit | 
It is on this principle | 


the raw material duty free. 
that she now admits, at low duties, necessary food, 
one effect and object of which is to enable her to 
manufacture at soe rates. Her manufactures 


Her policy | 


man in his senses suppose that, if the taking off 
of a duty would prostrate or seriously injure the 
manufactures of England, she would take off that 
duty ? 

For her own benefit, and for the interest of ber 
own manufacturers, Great Britain has taken off the 
duty on breadstuffs; and if our farmers can derive 
any incidental advantage from it, I shall rejoice at 
it. But there can be no serious advantage from 
the defeat of the corn-laws. ‘The speech of my 
friend from Massachusetts on this question yet re- 
mains unanswered. The average amount of wheat 
imported into Great Britain from abroad does not 
exceed 15,000,000 bushels; and if, when we had a 
heavy discrimination in our favor through Canada, 
we could not compete with the nations on the conti- 


,nent of Europe, who are heavily taxed, what 
' reason have we to suppose that we can do so now? 


Why, sir, at this precise moment, when it is 
known that the corn-law is repealed, and there has 
been almosta famine in the country, flour has fallen 
fifty per cent. in its price at some points, and is 
now lower than it has been for years. What an 
instructive commentary does this furnish upon all 
this fine-spun reasoning! Some of the followers 
of Mr. Secretary Walker have ample means, and 
I presume some few are business men. Why do 
they not show us their honesty by buying up this 
cheap flour, and selling it at a great profit in Eng- 
land? No, sir; it isa great deal cheaper, and a 
great deal safer, for a demagogue to rise—I don’t 


| mean here, sir, for we have none such here, of 


course—but on the stump, and declare that it is all 
the work of the British Whigs, and the lords of 
the loom, and the bank barons, 

But, sir, what is to prevent the West from em- 
barking extensively in the manufacturing business? 
It was said by one of the wisest of British states- 
men, that all that England wanted for her manu- 


| facturers was cheap iron, cheap fuel, and cheap 


wool. All this the West has, and, in addition, 
cheap food and cheap land; and if the system of 
protection is established, there is nothing to pre- 
vent the West and the South from embarking in 
manufacturing labor. It is of the utmost import- 


ance to the grain-growing States to have a market 


; one, 


‘then be the result? 


| not only in this country, but strictly at home. 


From many sections of the Weert, it now costs as 
much to transport their wheat, and even their In- 
dian corn, to market, as it does to raise it. That 
is the case in relation to some markets in this 
country; still more when the market is a foreign 
How important, then, is it, that such forms 
of labor should be there introduced as will ensure 
that some considerable portion of their productions 
be consumed at home, and near where it is now 
produced. 

I know of no other reason why the fertile lands 
of the valley of the Connecticut river are worth 
$100 or $200, and those of Illinois, of at least equal 
fertility, are worth $5 per acre. I firmly believe 
that they have a more decided interest to make this 
system permanent than any other section of the 
country. 

But, sir, suppose these seven hundred thousand 
persons, who are now mechanics and manufactur- 
ers, or any considerable portion of them, should 
cease to be consumers of the products of the soil, 
and should be themselves producers, what would 
I think it would be a hard 
matter for any theorist or politician of any school 
to persuade any sensible, practical farmer, that this 
greatly diminished consumption at home and 
greatly increased production would be made up to 
him by any market he could find abroad, and that 
it would be better for him to run the risk of send- 
ing his productions to those who have heretofore 
purchased so sparingly, and also some three or 
four thousand miles distant, instead of saving the 
transportation, and securing a certain market with- 
ina cual miles, or a hundred miles, or at his 
next door, and in his own country, and among his 
own people. 

Mr. BEDINGER obtained the floor, and moved 
that the committee rise; which motion prevailed, 
and the committee rose. 


—— ee ~ 


INDIAN APPROPRIATIONS. 


Mr. McKAY, from the managers appointed by 
the two Houses to conduct at the conference on 
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the disagreeing votes on the amendments of the || 
Senate depending to the bill making appropriation 
to defray the expenses of the Indian department | 
for the year ending on the 30th of June, 1847, | 
made a report, for which see report of the pro- || 
ceedings of the Senate. 

‘The report and recommendations of the confer- 
ees being read, were adopted by the House. 

And so the bill has finally passed both Houses. 

Mr. WHEATON, from the Committee on En- 
rolled Bills, made a report. 

And the House adjourned. 


| 





IN SENATE. 
Sarurpay, June 27, 1846. 

Mr. EVANS presented a petition of citizens of 
Camden, Maine, praying the adoption of measures 
for a peaceful adjustment of all international diffi- 
culties; which was referred to the Committee on 
Foreign Relations, 

Mr. ATCHISON presented the petition of Mad- 
ison Allen, praying the renewal of certain land 
warrants, which were destroyed while in his pos- 
session; Which was referred to the Committee on 
the Public Lands. 

Mr. CAMERON presented the memorial of the 
Library Company of Philadelphia, praying that 
books, maps, and other scientific and lite rary ap- 
paratus, imported for the use of philosophical or 
literary societies, colleges, academies, or semina- 
ries of learning, may not be made subject to duty; 
which was reterred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. DAYTON submitted the following resolu- 
tion, which was acreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs 
be instructed to inquire and report to the Senate, 
whether a contract has been made with Robert L. 
Stevens for the construction of an iron steam ves- 
sel under the act of the 14th of April, 1842; and if 
so, What that contract is? And that the Commit- 
tee further inquire and report whether said con- 
tract, if any, is in the course of execution; and if 
the building of said vessel under said contract shall 
have been stopped or delayed, that they report the 
reasons therefor; and whether other, and what, 
legisiavion is necessary to carry said contract into 
eflect. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, submitted the fol- 
lowing resolution, which was agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Af. | 
fairs be instructed to inquire into the expediency of || 
making an appropriation to indemnify the officers, 
seamen, and marines, of the United States steam 
frigate Missouri, for the losses sustained by them || 
by the destruction by fire of the said frigate on the 
8d Aucust, 1843. 

Mr. FAIRFIELD, from the Committee on Na- 
val Affairs, reported a joint resolution for the relief || 
of G. R. Barry, late a purser in the United States 
navy; which was read a first and second time. 

By unanimous consent the prior orders of the 
day were postponed, and the joint resolution was 
considered as in committee of the whole, reported 


back to the Senate without amendment, and order- || 5 : 
‘} amendment to the motion to recommit, the yeas 


ed to be engrossed and read a third time. 


Mr. LEWIS, from the Committee on Finance, 
reported the bill making appropriations for the 
military service of the United States, for the year 
ending June 30, 1847, with certain amendments, 
which were ordered to be printed. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, from the Com- 
mittee on Pensions, reported a bill for the relief of 
Welcome Parmenter; which was read and passed 


to the second reading, and the accompanying re- || 


port was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. J. also, from the same committee, reported a 
bill for the relief of John England; which was read 
and passed to the second reading, and the accom- 
panying report was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, from the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, reported a bill making appro- 
priations for completing the marine hospital at New 
Orleans, and for the erection of a custom-house in 
the said city, which was read and passed to the 
second reading, 


THE WASHINGTON MONUMENT. 


Mr. MILLER moved that the prior orders of 
the day be postponed, and that the Senate proceed 
to the consideration of the House joint resolution 
authorizing the selection, from the public lands 
within the city of Washington, of a site for the | 
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: ; | 
erection of a monument to General Washington. || 


there appeared for the motion 24, against it 14. 

The resolution was accordingly taken up for con- 
sideration. 

Mr. BENTON submitted a few observations 
against connecting the work of a private associa- 
tion with the action of Congress. He feared that, || 
if the sanction of Congress was given to this work | 
in any way, it would be used as an argument to | 


| 

. — 

On this motion. a division was called for, ee 
| 


induce the public to give large sums of money in || to the Senate without amendment, and « 


aid of its prosecution, which moneys—judging from | 
the past—might not be properly appropriated, or | 
accounted for. He at 

proofs, in order to show that large sums of money | 
had been subscribed towards the erection of this 
monument which had never been accounted for in 


-any shape whatever. The public had been pil- | 


laged, and he was desirous that the sanction of 
Congress might never be given, where it might in | 
any manner or shape be prostituted to such pur- 
poses. He moved that the joint resolution be re- 
committed to the Committee for the District of Co- 
lumbia, with instructions to inquire whether large 
sums of money had not been subscribed and col- 
lected in New York for the same purpose as that 
now in question, which had been utterly wasted, 
and never accounted for. 

Mr. MILLER briefly replied that the society 
had $53,000 in hand, that they simply asked per- 
mission to expend it in the erection of a monument 
to General Washington, on some vacant lot of the 
public grounds, and that they sought no further con- 
nexion with the Government. He knew not by 
what authority the committee could go into the 
State of New York and demand information as 
to the proceedings of any society of individuals 


| there. 


Mr. ALLEN opposed the passage of the joint | 
resolution for the same reasons urged by the Sen- | 
ator from Missouri, [Mr. Benron,] and moved 
to amend the motion made by the latter, so as to 
instruct the committee further to inquire and report 
upon the expediency of erecting a monument to 
General Washington, at the public cost, and also 
to suggest a suitable site therefor. 

[A message in writing was received from the 
President of the United States.] 

After a discussion between Senators DAYTON, 


| MILLER, DAVIS, CASS, and BAGBY. 


Mr. HAYWOOD moved to lay the joint resolu- 


| tion on the table for the present, in order to pro- 
ceed to the consideration of certain other business | 


which demanded speedy attention. 


Upon this motion the yeas and nays were de- | 


manded, and, being taken, resulted as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atchison, Atherton, Bag- 


|| by, Benton, Calhoun, Chalmers, Dickinson, Dix, Fairfield, | 
Haywood, Houston, Lewis, Semple, Sevier, Sturgeon, Tur- | 


ney, and Yulee—19. 
NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Berrien, Cameron, Cass, 


| Cilley, Thomas Clayton, John M. Clayton, Corwin, Critten- 


den, Davis, Dayton, Evans, Greene, Huntington, Johnson 
of Louisiana, Mangum, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Rusk, 


| Simmons, Upham, and Woodbridge—24. 
So the joint resolution was not laid on the table. || 


The question recurring upon Mr. ALLEN’s 


and nays were demanded, and, being taken, result- 
ed as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atchison, Atherton, Bag- 
by, Benton, Calhoun, Cameron, Chalmers, Dickinson, Dix 


| Fairfield, Lewis, Semple, Sevier, Sturgeon, Turney, and 


Yulee—I18., 
NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Berrien, Cass, Cilley, 
Thomas Clayton, John M. Clayton, Crittenden, Davis, 


Dayton, Evans, Greene, Haywood, Huntington, Johnson of || 


Louisiana, Mangum, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Rusk, Sim- 
mons, Upham, and Woodbridge—23. 

So the amendment was disagreed to. 

The question recurring upon the original motion 
by Mr. Benron to recommit, further discussion 
ensued, pending which, 

Mr. MANGUM moved that the subject be laid 
upon the table for the present; which motion was 
agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. STURGEON, the joint reso- 
lution explanatory of the act passed the 23d of 
August, 1842, entitled ** An act for the relief of 
Charles F, Sibbald,’’ was taken up, considered as 
in committee of the whole, reported back to the 
Senate without amendment, ordered to be engross- 
ed and read a third time, and, by unanimous con- 
sent, immediately read a third time, and passed. 

The * bill for the relief of Abraham B. Fannin” 


| was considered as in Committee of the Whole, re- 


ported without amendment, ordered to be engross- 


| immediately read a third time, and passed 
| The ‘bill for the relief of Nathaniel Sta 
| was read a second time, considered as in coms, 


| ment, and ordered to be engrossed for a thi 


time to produce his || 
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ed for a third reading, and, by unanimous ¢ 





Onsent, 
ord” 
it- 
amend. 
rd read. 


tee of the whole, reported back without 


ing. 
The “ bill for the relief of John Jones, surviving 
partner of John Jones & Charles Souder,” was 


considered as in committee of the whole, reported 


name ordered to 
be engrossed and read a third time. 
_ The ‘bill for the relief of Elijah White” 
read a third time, and passed. 

The “ act in addition to an act for the relief og 
Loomis & Gay’? was read a third time, and passed 


| The following bills, from the House of Repre. 
sentatives, were severally read a first and second 
time, and referred, viz: 

The * bill for the relief of Nathaniel Perry « } 
M. Reese:” referred to the Committee on Com, 
merce. 

| The ‘act for the relief of Philip and Eliphelet 
Greene:”’ referred to the Committee on Commere, 

| The ‘act for the relief of John S. McLeod, of 

| Linn county, Missouri:’’ referred to the Commir- 

| tee on Public Lands. 

The “ act declaratory of the powers and |Jeea)- 
izing’ certain acts of the chief clerk of the Paten, 

| Office,’’ was read a third time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. HAY WOOD, the Senate they 
| went into Executive session; and, after a short tine 
spent therein, the doors were opened; and 

The Senate adjourned. 


Was 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Saturpay, June 27, 1846. 


The Journal of yesterday was read and ap. 
proved. 


PERSONAL EXPLANATION, 


Mr. OWEN rose (he said) for the first time 
| since he had been a member, to a personal expla- 
nation; and leave having been granted, Mr. 0. 
continued: He did not consider himself at liberty 
to avail himself of such a privilege, except where 
an actual misstatement, from inadvertence or other- 
|, wise, was made on this floor of an argument used 
in the course of debate. He was not present when 
| the gentleman from New York, [Mr. Gorpoy,| 
|| whom he regretted not to see in his seat, con- 
| cluded his remarks yesterday on the tariff’; butle 
found, in the Union of this morning, the following 
reported paragraph: 

*¢One word in relation to the speech of the gentleman 
from Indiana, (Mr. Owen.] I must differ in opinion with 
him as to one of the consequences of a protective tari 
law. The gentleman seemed to think that but for the Com 
promise act of 1833, this Union was in danger of dissolu 
tion. That idea and sentiment he boldly and prominently 
put forth. The gentleman never labored under a greater 
mistake than when he conceived that idea, and never com 
mitted a greater blunder than when he uttered it. There is 
no such thing as breaking up this Union by nullification. 
There was danger to certain individuals engaged in that 
controversy, arising out of the extent to which they carried 
it. And the Compromise, instead of saving the Union, 
saved these individuals, and settled forever the question 0! 
nullification in this country. Nullification will never asa, 
in the North or in the South, in the East or in the West, 
| rear its hydra head to breed disturbance, confusion, and re 
| bellion in these harmonious States. [I beg the e& ntleman 
| to revise his opinion; and to have more confidence in the 
| power and patriotism of the people all over the land—on 
| this and on the other side of the mountains, too. 

Mr. O. proceeded: Sir, instead of my revising 
my opinion, the gentleman from New York will 
| have to revise his version of it. I made no asset 
‘tion that, but for the Compromise of 1833, there 
| was danger of the dissolution of the Union. Yo 
|| return the gentleman his own words, he ‘ never 
| labored under a greater mistake than when he ¢o- 
| ceived that idea.”” The expression I used - 
_ reported in the Union, almost word for word, 
|| believe, as I spoke it. After adverting to the daily 
'| doubts and fears that filled all good men’s hearts, 
|| while the issue of the nullification struggle was 


} yet undecided, I added: 


« And thus was exposed to danger the most imminent, the 
| integrity of that Union which the good and the brave had 
i] laid down their lives to establish.”’ 

| _ My expression was, that the integrity of ~ 
Union was imminently endangered. A glance 2 
| Johnson or Webster will remind the gentleman 
from New York, that integrity, in this connexion, 
means *entireness, unbroken, whole.”” What 
| gaid, then, was, that out of this quarrel about the 
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srotective system grew great danger; not that this | 
glorious Union of ours would be dissolved, but 
that it might not remain an unbroken whole; not 
that our national banner, which now floats beyond 
the Rio Grande, should be torn into shreds, and 
scattered to the winds of heaven, but that one bright 
sar, at least, might have dropped from its ample 
folds. Enough, surely, such a probable, or possi- | 
ble catastrophe, to bid us pause ere we seek to 
perpetuate a system that might have brought it 
upon us! The gentleman, I think, must be too 
well read in the history of our country to deny that | 
danger. If he denies or doubts, I refer him toa | 
ventieman from South Carolina, occupying a seat 
near me, who was himself a member of the con- | 
vention Which passed the nullifying ordinance, and | 
also, I believe, one of those who stood ready to | 
enter the field in vindication of the doctrines that | 
that ordinance sets forth. He will learn from that 
ventleman that in the winter of 1832-’33, there were, 
in South Carolina, twelve thousand “minute men,” 
as they were called, enrolled, armed, mounted, and 
ready, at a single hour’s warning, to muster under 
the Palmetto banner: a force half as large again as 
that which the gallant ‘Taylor now heads against | 
Mexico. He will learn, further, that there was a 
reserve regularly organized, of twelve thousand 
more, to be called out, if the exigency of the case 
demanded their aid. Now, we may say what we | 
please of the prudence of South Carolina chivalry; | 
its spirit and courage none ever doubted. We may 
doubt whether the example of one State would have | 
drawn others into the contest; but we cannot doubt, 
that a word, an impulse, such as often determines 
the fate of nations, might have precipitated one | 
State of the Union, if no other, into actual war. 
And if even with one State only, terrible—how ter- 
rivle might that contest have been! I ask again, 
as on the former occasion Lasked, what man could 
say, where, if the first blood had flowed, that frat- 
ricide war might end? I thank God the fearful 
issue was never tried, Let us not tempt our fate 
by continuing the influences which brought about 
so perilous a crisis. 

But I did not rise, sir, again to argue this ques- | 
tion; I desired solely to correct the erroneous ver- | 
sion of my sentiments into which the gentleman 
from New York, doubtless from inadvertence, had 
been misled. 

Mr. McK AY, on leave given, offered the follow- 
ing resolution; which was adopted unanimously: 

Resolved, That the Clerk of this House have | 
leave of absence for such portion of the next week, | 
not exceeding four days, as he may desire. 


THE TARIFF. 


_ On motion of Mr. McKAY, the House resolved | 
itself into Committee of the Whole on the state of | 
the Union, (Mr, Coss, of Georgia, in the chair,) | 
and resumed the consideration of the bill to reduce | 
the duty on imports, and for other purposes. | 

Mr. BEDINGER was entitled to the floor, and | 
addressed the committee (in remarks, of which a | 
full report will be found in the Appendix) in favor | 
of the bill under consideration, oa in explanation | 
of the insuperable objections he entertained against | 











— fastened upon the Government by the act of | 
Mr. EWING, of Tennessee, obtained the floor, 
— addressed the committee in opposition to the | 
Juul, 
_ Mr. POLLOCK followed on the same side, and | 
in general vindication of the protective policy. 
, ee speeches will be published in the Appen- | 
iX, 
Mr. TOWNS addressed the committee during | 
= hour, (in a speech, of which a full report will | 
¢ found in the Appendix,) in advocacy of the bill | 
wnder consideration, and in condemnation of the | 
\ariff of 1842, exposing prcreety its intolerable | 
pie 


the injustice and tyranny of the system which had 


urdens upon the people of the South—burdens | 
exactly correspondent to the benefits it confers upon 
. ‘er sections, and in reply more particularly to 
Mr. PoLtock, and Mr. Rockwet of Connecticut, | 
praying the inherent injustice and oppression of | 
ure system of protection to certain favored 
“sses by governmental interference with the in- | 


a pursuits and business operations of the | 


Mr, SEVERANCE followed in a statistical | 
Speech in favor of the tariff of 1842. 





ix.] 


. Se speech will be published in the Appen- | 


me. 








‘THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 





Mr. TIBBATTS then obtained the floor, and || 
the committee rose and reported. 


And, after the usual motions for calls of the |° 


House, &c., 
The House adjourned. 


PETITIONS, &c. 

The following petitions and memorials were pre- 
sented under the rule, and referred to the appropri- 
ate committees; 

By Mr. SCHENCK: The petition of Daniel Wolf and 113 
other citizens of Ohio, praying for the establishment of a 
mail-route from Ithica, in Darke county, to Union, in Mont- 
gomery county, in that State; referred to the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads. 

By Mr. GRINNELL: The petition of Strabo Clark and 
77 other citizens of Brewster, Massachusetts, for a continu 
ance of the duty on salt and allowance to the codfishery. 
Also, of E. E. Knowles and others of Eastham, Massachu 
setts, for the same purposes. 

By Mr. McILVAINE: The petition of Deborah Marot and 
1014 other women of Philadelphia, praying for the abolition 
of slavery in the District of Columbia and the slave trade | 
between the States. 


IN SENATE. 
Mownpay, June 29, 1846. 

Mr. DIX presented the petitions of John Morti- 
mer, and Crafts, Stevens, & Tucker, praying that 
certain duties alleged to have been illegally exacted 
of them by the collector for the port of New York, 
may be refunded to them; which was referred to 
the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, presented the 
memorial of the Legislature of Louisiana, praying 
that an appropriation may be made for the removal 
of obstructions in the channel of the Bayou La- 
fourche; which was referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. 

Mr. YULEE presented the petition of certain 
settlers on the public lands in the State of Florida, 
praying the benefits of the act to provide for the 
armed occupation and settlement of the unsettled 
part of the peninsula of East Florida may be ex- 
tended to them; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Publie Lands. 

Mr. JARNAGIN presented resolutions adopted | 
by the Legislature of the State of Tennessee, in | 
favor of the payment of the claims of certain com- |! 
panies of Tennessee volunteers mustered into the 
service of the United States in the month of July, | 
1836; which, after reading, were ordered to be | 
printed, and referred to the Committee on Military | 
Affairs. 

Mr. BAGBY submitted the following resolution; | 
which was considered and agreed to: 

Resolved, That a committee of five be appointed 
by the Chair to inquire into the expediency of pre- 
paring a place for reporting the proceedings and | 
the substance of the debates of the Senate. | 

Mr. HANNEGAN, from the Committee on |! 
Military Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of || 
Josephine Nourse; which was read a first and 
second time. 

Mr. WOODBRIDGE, from the Committee on | 
Private Land Claims, reported the bill to amend an | 
act confirming certain land claims in the State of 
Michigan, accompanied by a special report. The | 
bill was read and passed to the second reading, | 
and the report accompanying the bill was ordered || 
to be printed. 

Mr. SEVIER, from the Committee on Indian | 
Affairs, reported, without amendment, the House | 
bill to repeal an act entitled ‘* An act for the relief | 
of the Stockbridge tribe of Indians in the Territory 
of Wisconsin, and for other purposes,’’ approved | 
3d March, 1843. 


The following resolution, submifted on the 15th | 
instant by Mr. Houston, was considered, and | 

reed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs be instructed to inquire into the practicability, | 


propriety, and expense of opening an inland navi- | 
gation from the Sabine to Galveston, and thence to | 
the mouth of the Rio Grande, as connected with || 
the defence of the coast of ‘Texas. ! 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Af- |) 
fairs be instructed to inquire into the necessity and | 
propriety of making early and adequate provision || 
for the survey, improvement, and permanent forti- | 
fication of the principal harbors on the coast of || 
Texas. } ; 

The Senate also considered the following resolu- || 
tion, submitted on the 15th instant, by Mr. Hous- |, 
TON, which was agreed to: 
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Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to communicate to the Senate copies 
of the reports of the board of engineers heretofore 
employed in an examination of the coast of Texas, 
with a view to its defence and improvement, 


Mr. JARNAGIN gave notice of his intention, 
by leave of the Senate, to introduce a bill to estab- 
lish and organize an executive bureau under the 
exclusive direction and control of the President of 
the United States. 

Mr. JOHN M. CLAYTON gave notice that he 
would to-morrow ask leave to introduce a bill for 
the relief of the heirs of Robert Fulton. 


The following resolution, submitted by Mr. J. 
M. Crayton on the 15th instant, was considered, 
and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury 
be, and he is hereby, directed to prepare for the 
use of the Senate a statement showing the number 
of vessels employed in the coasting trade; how 
many of such vessels are propelled by steam, and 
how many by sails; how many are rated by the 
custom-house admeasurement at seventy-five tons, 
and less than one hundred and fifty ‘tons; how 
many are rated at one hundred and fifty, and less 
than two hundred and fifty tons; how many are 
rated at two hundred and fifty, and less than three 
hundred and fifty tons; how many are rated at 
three hundred and fifty tons, and less than five 
hundred tons; and how many are rated at five 
hundred tons and upwards. 


The following resolution, submitted on the 9th 
instant, by Mr. Nites, was agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Finance be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of providing 
by law that the subsistence, clothing, and equi- 
page for the army be purchased by advertising for 
contracts to be given to the lowest bidder, when 
the exigencies of the service will admit of it; and 
also to inquire into the expediency of requiring the 
quartermaster general and the commissary general 
of subsistence, to report annually to the Secretary 
of War the terms of all contracts made, and all 
bids or offers for contracts, not accepted, relating 
to the military service. 

[A message in writing was received from the 


| President of the United States. ] 


The resolution heretofore submitted by Mr. 
Baasy, providing that the hour of meeting of the 
Senate shall hereafter be eleven o’clock, a. m., was 
considered and agreed to. 


The following resolution, submitted by Mr. Sim- 
MONS on the 26th instant, was considered: 

Resolved, ‘That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
directed to furnish the Senate with the estimates 
by the department, of the annual amount of im- 
portations which itis expected will be made, should 
the duties thereon be charged as proposed in his 
report of the 16th instant, specifying the amount 
in value of imports of the articles comprehended 
within each of the several classes of merchandise 


| upon which it is proposed to levy upon the value 
| thereof duties at the rates of 125 per cent., 40 per 


cent., 30 per cent., 25 per cent., 20 per cent., 15 
per cent., 10 per cent., and 5 per cent., respective- 
ly, together with his estimate of the amount of 


| revenue to be derived therefrom; also the estimated 


amount of the annual value of imports of such ar- 
ticles as it is proposed shall continue to be imported 
free of duty; and that he accompany the same with 
a statement’of the amount in value of importations 
the last fiscal year of all articles embraced in each 
class of imports upon which it is proposed to levy 
the foregoing rates of duties; stating in each case 
the amount of imports of articles subject to duty 
under existing laws, and the rates of duty paid 
thereon the last year, and the amount of imports 


_ of each class that were imported the last year free 
| of duty, with his estimate of the amount in value 
|| of imports of each kind after the proposed change 


in the rates of duties shall have taken place. Also, 


| a statement of the revenue received from customs 


for the three first quarters of the present year, and 


| the amount to be expected from that source for the 


fourth quarter. 

Mr. DAVIS moved the following amendment; 
which was agreed to: Add to the original resolu- 
tion, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 


| instructed to report to the Senate the list of manu- 


factured articles upon which the sum of fifty-four 
millions of dollars are annually paid to the pro- 
tected classes, by enhancing the price of domestic 








1040 


articles, and the amount so oe upon each article, |! rizing the erection of a monument to General | General Government to make donations of | 
ascertaining the same. | 


if he poswesses the means 0 
The question being then taken upon the resolu- 
tion as amended, it was adopted. 


The following resolution, submitted on the 25th 
instant, by Mr. Jounson, of Maryland, was con- 
sidered and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed 
to report to the Senate whether any individual has 
been authorized by the Department, or recommend- 
ed by the Department, to the Executive of any 
State, to be authorized to raise volunteers to serve 
in the war with Mexico; or whether the Governor 
of any State has been authorized by the Depart- 
ment to receive into service volunteers raised by 
any individual named by the Department; and if 
so, that he report the facts to the Senate, together 
with copies of any instructions or correspondence 
relating to the same, and state under what power 
such an authority has been given, or such recom- 
mendation has been made. 


The following resolution, submitted on the 25th 


instant by Mr. Haywoop, was considered and | 


nerrec d to: 


Resolved, That a select committee be appointed 


to revise the rules for conducting business in the 
Senate of the United States, and to inquire and 


make report to the Senate, whether any, and if any, , 
what amendments are necesary or expedient for the 


orderly and convenient despatch of business. 


The Senate considered the adverse report of the 


Committee of Claims, on the memorial of Jonathan | 


Tyner; which was concurred in. 


‘Also the adverse report of the Committee of 


Claims on the petition of John Cocke; which was 
laid on the table. 

Also, the adverse reports of the Committee on 
Pensions, in the cases of representatives of James 
Livingston, and Jonathan Smith, the executor of 


Judah Alen, the administrator of William Torrey, | 


and the exeeftrix of James Maxwell; which were 
concurred in. 

Also the adverse report of the Committee on Pen- 
sions, on the petition of Abigail Edgerly; which 
was concurred in. 

Also, the adverse report of the Committee on 
Pensions, on the petition of Mary Biggs; which 
was concurred in, 

The “ bill for the relief of Nathaniel Stafford,’’ 
was read a third time and passed. 


The ** act for the relief of John Jones, surviving 
partner of John Jones and Charles Louder,’’ was | 


read a third time and passed. 


The ** bill to authorize the settlement of the ac- | 


counts of John Arwell,” was taken up for its third 
reading. 

Mr. JARNAGIN moved that the bill be recom- 
mitted to the Committee on Indian Affairs, with 


certain instructions; which motion was agreed to. | 
5 


WASHINGTON MONUMENT. 


The PRESIDENT announced as the next busi- | 


ness in order the joint resolution authorizing the 
erection upon the public grounds in the city of 
Washington of a monument to General George 
Washington. 

Mr, ARCHER, in pursuance of notice hereto- 
fore given, moved that the previous orders be post- 
poned, and that the Senate proceed to the con- 
sideration of the bill providing for the retrocession 
of Alexandria. 


Mr. BREESE expressed the hope that the Sen- 


ate would proceed to the consideration of the sub- 
ject which was made the special order for Thurs- 
day last—the bill providing for the graduation and 
reduction of the price of the public lands, 


Mr. DICKINSON suggested the propriety of 


yroceeding with the private calendar. 
I 


Mr. DIX expressed a desire that the warehous- | 
ing bill should be taken up; but as the land bill | 


had the precedence, he would not press a motion 
without effect. 

Mr. MILLER expressed the hope that the un- 
finished business—the WanbionectMietanen site 
—would be the first disposed of. 

Mr. YULEE was desirous that the land bill 
should be disposed of. 

After some discussion as to the priority of busi- 
ness the question was taken on Mr. Arcuer’s mo- 


tion to take up the bill for the retrocession of Alex- 


andria, and it was disagreed to. 


Mr. MANGUM, in redemption of a pledge given | 


on Satarday last to the friends of the bill, autho- 
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Washington upon the public grounds within the 
city of Washington, moved that the said bill be 
taken up for consideration. 

Upon this question, the yeas and nays were de- 
manded; and, being taken, resulted as follows: 

YEAS—Mesers. Archer, Cilley, Thomas Clayton, John 
M. Clayton, Corwin, Crittenden, Davis, Dayton, Evans, 
Greene, Haywood, Jarnagin, Johnson of Maryland, Johnson 


of Louisiana, Mangum, Miller, Morehead, Pearce, Phelps, || 


Simmons, Upham, and Woodbridge—22. 
NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atchison, Atherton, Baz- 


by, Benton, Breese, Bright, Calhoun, Cass, Chalmers, Col- || 


quitt, Dickinson, Dix, Fairfield, Hannegan, Houston, Lewis, 
McDuflie, Peunyhacker, Rusk, Sevier, Turney, and Yu- 
lee—H4. 


So the motion was not agreed to. 
THE PUBLIC LANDS. 


The Senate then proceeded to consider, as in | 


committee of the whole, the bill to reduce and 
graduate the price of the public lands and for other 
pur ses, i 
The pending question was upon a proposition 
of Mr. Dayron to amend the bill by striking out 
that portion which makes a donation to the States 
in which they lie of all that portion of the public 
land which has been in the market and subject to 
rivate entry for a period exceeding forty years. 
Mr. DAYTON desired simply to say, in con- 
nexion with this proposed amendment, that if it 


should prevail, it was his intention to move to || 


substitute in the place of the words stricken out a 
provision that these lands be sold at 124 cents an 
acre. His object was to meet the principle which 
seemed to be recognised by the bill, of giving lands 
to the States, by a proposition which would at once 
test the sense of the Senate upon it. Let the price 
of the lands be reduced to the smallest sum com- 
vatible with the interests of the Government, but 
tot not the principle be admitted that whole sec- 
tions of the public domain were to be surrendered 
to the States in which they were situated. 

Mr. BREESE read from tables in his hands, 
some statistical facts relative to the public lands. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, was opposed to 
giving away any of the public land which might 
be available in the market fora reasonable price, 
although he was in favor of a bill for the gradua- 
ting and reducing the price of the public lands. 
The bill proposed to divide all the public lands be- 
longing to the United States into dve classes, and 
to aflix a price to each class, from one dollar and 
a quarter down to twenty-five cents. 

Mr. DAYTON. And I propose a sixth class, 
at twelve-and -a-half cents. 

Mr. JOHNSON said he believed he was correct 
when he stated that the minimum price of all the 
yublic lands in the United States was now one dol- 
c and twenty-five cents an acre. He wanted to 
know, then, if it was intended that lands, which 
had never heretofore been subjected to sale ata 
lower rate than one dollar and twenty-five cents 
yer acre, were now to be all at once put into mar- 
[ret at twenty-five cents? This would be the effect, 
as he viewed it; and, not content with forming 
these several classes with varying prices, the sec- 
ond section of the bill provided, that all lands 
which had been upwards of thirty years in market, 


though that land might be worth fifty cents or a || 


dollar per acre, should become absolutely the prop- 
perty of the State in which it lay. 

The provision was retrospective; it referred to 
such land as had already been in the market thirty 
years, without our being able to get a dollar and 
a quarter an acre for it, though it might very well 
be that we could get something less. There were, 
he believed, about 2,600,000 acres in each of five 
States, which would fall within this class, and 
which would consequent! 
those States. When lands were found to be worth 
nothing, they might be given to the States. 

Mr. BREESE remarked that he had an amend- 
ment prepared, which he intended to submit as 
soon as the proposition of the Senator from New 
Jersey was disposed of; and it was this, that the 
lands of an 
five years should be placed in the succeeding class. 


He would himself prefer that the price be brought |) which had been in the market 


down to twenty-five cents as soon as practicable, 
for he thought it an object that those lands should 
be settled. 





become the property of 


particular class remaining unsold for 
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|| the States. He had always understood di: = 


|! lands were ceded to the General Government fi 
| specific purposes—for the common use and eadke 
| of the whole Union—the General Governmen: 
|| standing in the nature of a trustee, to hold the 
|| lands for the common use and benefit of the United 
|| States. The question, then, would be, whethe 
|| the giving of these lands to the States jp which 
|| they were situated would be for the common . 
|| and benefit? If not, it would be a disposal = 
ie om posal of them 
in a manner which the grantors did not inteng 
| This was a matter which scemed to him to he well 
| worthy of their serious consideration. 
| Mr. MILLER inquired of the honorable chajp. 
| man of the Committee on the Public Lands what 
| would become of the alternate sections of the pyb 
| lic land under the acts ceding certain sections of 
| the public lands to the various States, for the pur- 
ene of aiding in works of internal improvement) 
| t was scarcely necessary to give away one section 
| in order that another might be benefited, if they 
| were going immediately to give away the whole? 
| Mr. BREESE said that that difficulty could be 
_ very readily obviated, by reserving the tracts to 
|| which those grants of alternate sections applied, 
|| As to the query suggested by the Senator fro 
Virginia, that was a matter which had been dig. 
| cussed and determined by the Senate. Thoyo) 
the public lands were granted to the General Gov. 
ernment for the common benefit, yet it did not fy}. 
| low that they must be sold. The trust micht be 
| fulfilled in another way. ili 

Mr. ATCHISON observed that the objection 
stated by the honorable Senator to giving away 
these lands to the States would, he thought, at 
once be removed when he reflected that a very larve 
| proportion of the public land was not worth the 
expense of surveying. In the State of Missouri 
| the returns showed that a very large proportion, he 
| believed about nine-tenths, was not worth the cost 
| of surveying. So that they were in reality giving 
| the States nothing, or next to nothing. , 
|| Mr. CALHOUN said it appeared to him that 
_ there were two piesa objections to the pas- 

sage of this bill. e was in favor of the gradu- 
ating principle; there were many and very strong 
| reasons why it should be adopted; but, as this bill 
| now stood, he could not possibly give it his assent. 

The bill divided the public land into five classes, 
according to the length of time it had been in the 
market; and, in the second section, it went on to 
provide that the price should be reduced allat once 
according to the classification, whatever it might be. 
His objection to this mode of graduation was, that 
in all probability those lands which had been in 
market thirty years and upwards were quite as 
likely to sell for one dollar an acre as land which 
had been but five years in the market. The in- 
crease of population and the natural advance in 
the value of property had brought the worst qual- 
ity of land nearly to the value of one dollar and 
twenty-five cents per acre. He did not see, how- 
ever, why the public lands should not be brought 
gradually to some standard of valuation. Land 
that had been in the market for ten years might be 
brought down to one dollar per acre, and so remain 
for four or five years, and after that, if not sold, 
| further reduced for a like period to seventy-five 
cents the acre, and then to fifty, and, if unsold, 
_ eventually to be ceded to the States in which they 
lie. 

As for this question of cession of the public 
lands, he neusad substantially with the views of 
_ the Senator from Virginia, that they had no right 
| to give away the public land. Still, he thought that 
they would find, in progress of time, that the qual- 
tity which could not be sold at twenty-five cents 
ve acre would be so small, and the quality of that 
| little so inferior, that it would not be worth the 

cost of its survey, or even the expense of an ad- 

| vertisement for its sale. To this extent, he should 
consider the trust in regard to such land fulfilled. 
| And this was the principle which had governed him 
"ever since he had turned his attention to the sub- 
ject; but he saw no reason for support that land 

or thirty years 

might not be as valuable as that which had been 
|| but five years. The truth was, a very small por- 
'| tion only of the public land came up to the value 


| 
j 
j 
| 
| 
} 














Mr. PENNYBACKER said he would like to | of one dollar and twenty-five cents each year; but 
| he thought it entirely unadvisable to go 

| the slow process of disposing of these lands only 
as fast as they rose to that value. 


| inquire of the honorable Senator, the chairman of 
the Committee on the Public Lands, if he had in- 
' formed himself whether it is competent for the 
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